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     The Secretary‐General has the honour to transmit to the 
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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 
         The United Na ons Office on Drugs and Crime is a branch within the United Na ons dedicated to 

figh ng against illicit drugs and interna onal crime. Since its establishment in 1997, it has worked to improve 

technology across the field to be er counteract illicit drugs, crime, and terrorism, while also working with 

member states to implement interna onal trea es through legisla on comba ng drugs and crime. 

 

Sec on II—Topic Background 

 
Corrup on has plagued and hindered governmental ins tu ons for millennia, exis ng since the 

incep on of governing bodies. This fact itself demonstrates the difficulty a ached to cleansing ins tu ons of 

corrup on. Its effects are crippling, undermining a na on’s economic growth, poli cal stability, and social 

fabric, which has made it one of the UNODC’s major points of concern. One such type of ins tu on that is 

adversely impacted by corrupt behavior, and is universal across the world, is the criminal jus ce system.  

Corrup on in criminal jus ce systems is a complex phenomenon that affects all countries. It involves 

the dishonest act of an individual or individuals who intends to secure benefits for themselves or another 

through the legal system. Corrup on may occur at every level of the criminal jus ce chain: the judiciary, the 

prosecutor’s office, the police, and the prison system. All countries around the world are facing this type of 

corrup on whether it shows overtly or is done covertly, slowing down the pace of criminal jus ce 

management. The erosion of these key ins tu ons rebounds onto everyday life in the affected regions, 

reducing the overall quality of life in the aforemen oned categories. 

A tainted judiciary translates to allowing unfair access to court proceedings and court hearings, and 

more gravely, leads to influencing judges to hand down unjust verdicts. It is the people who have come into 

conflict with the law who are most vulnerable in a corrupted system, though the a ack on the rule of law puts 

all at risk. Judicial corrup on is universally prevalent, found in developing and developed na ons. In prisons, 

corrup on translates into human rights abuses and depriva on of liberty. Both detainees and detainers are 

deeply involved in ini a ng corrupt prac ces within the system. A system lacking transparency combined with 

the power dynamic created between inmates and prison operators enables illicit business prac ces and 

extor on to run rampant. For women, corrup on can be associated with sexual exploita on. Another form of 

corrupt prac ce includes forced labor; inmates are forced to work in hazardous working condi ons for unfair 

wages.  

At the federal level as well as the regional level, fraud and bribery are the main charges of corrup on. 

In developed na ons, fraud (inten onal decep on and misrepresenta on) can account for around 44% of 

corrup on that occurred in criminal jus ce systems, followed by bribery, which consists of around 41%. Bribery 

has been especially reported to be associated with the police and associated law enforcement bodies. Public 

surveys in a sizable propor on of regions and na ons have reported police demanding bribes for basic services, 

or being paid to look the other way. Due to these prac ces, corrup on in criminal jus ce systems erodes the 

public’s trust in the law as well as society. 
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The UN, especially the UNODC, responds to the crisis of corrup on in criminal jus ce systems through 

dra ing laws and crea ng na onal an ‐corrup on strategies as well as assis ng countries with resources to 

implement these laws and strategies. As of the present, the only binding resolu on that has been adopted by 

the UN is the UN Conven on Against Corrup on. Requiring member na ons to ins tute a comprehensive set of 

rules to fight corrup on, is a meaningful step against corrupt judiciaries. However, it is only a preliminary step. 

 

Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 

Recognizing that corrup on in the criminal jus ce systems can poten ally occur in any area of the 
world, solu ons should focus on addressing corrup on on all levels; the criminal jus ce system consists of not 
just the courts, but also the police and the prison system. Devising poten al solu ons requires finding areas of 
risk in the criminal jus ce system (e.g.: the high amount of judicial discre on that judges enjoy, the means by 
which judges are selected, the priva za on of prisons as a for‐profit enterprise, and so on), and seeking to 
address them. Because this issue largely involves ins tu onal affairs, solu ons can include legal resolu ons for 
countries to adopt, as well as smaller, more narrowly focused programs. However, make sure to consider 
differences in jus ce systems around the world concerning the implementa on of solu ons. 

 

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African: Some na ons such as those in Southern Africa have ini ated incremental reforms. However, 

even though a large propor on of na ons have recognized the issue, corrup on in the 

courts and criminal jus ce system is eminent in most African na ons, and members of the 

African bloc have made li le meaningful progress in this field. 

Asia and the Pacific: Judicial confidence and corrup on vary widely across Asian and Pacific Island 

na ons, but largely, criminal jus ce integrity has caught more public a en on 

and is being improved. Many na ons have ins tuted an ‐corrup on legisla on, 

while others such as Thailand, Indonesia, and the Philippines have started 

judge networks to root out corrupt judiciaries. Confidence in the judiciary is 

generally higher, but dissa sfac on has been rising concerning law 

enforcement prac ces. 

Eastern European:  Out of all regional blocs, Eastern European na ons have by far the lowest 

confidence in the integrity of their criminal jus ce systems. While this issue has 

been widely recognized, a combina on of organized resistance and weak 

democra c ins tu ons has led to poor enforcement of an ‐corrup on ini a ves. 

La n American and Caribbean: La n America and the Caribbean play host to many rela vely new 

democracies, and are deeply impacted by corrupt ins tu ons. 

Corrup on and bribery run deep in many judicial, law enforcement, 

and penal ins tu ons, abe ng in the economic inequality and social 

instability that many regions are affected by. 
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Western European and Others:  Corrup on is generally lower and ins tu ons are more transparent 

in na ons with developed democracies. Corrup on in these na ons 

is o en deeply covert or nestled within layers of bureaucracy.  Even 

so, this higher level of transparency and informa on dissemina on 

also leads people to be more cri cal of their criminal jus ce 

ins tu ons. 

Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 
How can technology be used to reduce corrup on in criminal jus ce systems? How will this 
technology be used in developing countries that may not be able to afford it? 

How did the criminal jus ce systems originally become corrupted? Have any past an ‐corrup on 
efforts been effec ve? 

How do the corrupt criminal jus ce systems in different na ons compare as well as how do they 
address the situa on? 

What measures can be taken to ensure the criminal jus ce system will end up in the desired state? 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 
 

Ar cle—United Na ons Office on Drugs and Crime—Integrity in the Criminal Jus ce System 

bit.ly/IIMUN2022‐UNODC1          (Shortened URL from unodc.org) 

 

Ar cle—Penal Reform Interna onal—Corrup on is a Significant Factor in Human Rights Viola ons in Many Criminal 
Jus ce Systems 

bit.ly/IIMUN2022‐UNODC2          (Shortened URL from penalreform.org) 

 

Report—United Na ons Office on Drugs and Crime—United Na ons Conven on Against Corrup on 

bit.ly/IIMUN2022‐UNODC3          (Shortened URL from unodc.org) 

 

Overview—Transparency Interna onal—Figh ng Judicial Corrup on Topic Guide 

bit.ly/IIMUN2022‐UNODC4          (Shortened URL from transparency.org) 

 

Ar cle—Gallup—Confidence In Judicial Systems Varies Worldwide. 
bit.ly/IIMUN2022‐UNODC5          (Shortened URL from gallup.com) 

 

Poten al Search Terms—Judicial misconduct, bribery, fraud, prison reform, an ‐corrup on, 

Bangalore Principles, judicial transparency, fair judicial appointments 
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