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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 

The United Na ons Environmental Programme is the UN’s primary body for ma ers regarding ecology, 

conserva on, and environmental sustenance. It works to promote the widespread sustainable development of 

the environment. 

 

Sec on II—Topic Background 
 

Peatlands are a type of wetland ecosystem that is dominated by living peat‐forming plants. Peat is 

formed through the buildup of organic ma er from decaying plants. It can be found within areas such as bogs, 

fens and mires. They are important to efforts comba ng global climate change, seeing as they are composed of 

dead ma er and are some of the largest terrestrial carbon stores. In addi on, peatlands can provide an 

appreciable amount of potable water. According to the Interna onal Union for Conserva on of Nature (IUCN), 

when damaged, peatlands release their stored carbon into the atmosphere becoming responsible for “almost 

6% of global anthropogenic CO2 emissions”. Peatlands however only cover about 3% of the Earth’s surface and 

grow at an extremely slow rate of 1 millimeter per year. Peatlands must be preserved as the destruc on of 

them could have harmful effects on the atmosphere and the climate change situa on. 

The UN recently has taken some large steps towards the preserva on of peatlands in recent years. In 

2016, the UN began the “Global Peatlands Ini a ve” at the UN Climate Change Conference. Their main goals 

are to preserve and restore large peatland deposits around the globe. As of 2018, the European Union and the 

United Na ons Development Programme have been working alongside each other to help with the 

conserva on of these peatlands. They are helping to establish small businesses that can work in these 

peatlands without destroying the ecosystem. This helps reduce the amount of peatlands destroyed from 

commercial development in those areas. During the 2019 United Na ons Environment Assembly, it was 

concluded that more reliable data would help iden fy the issues that cause the degrading of peatlands and 

that would allow for be er conserva on. 

The preserva on of peatlands has become a major environmental issue in recent years usually due to 

commercial development in those areas, as well as natural disasters such as large wildfires. Commercial 

harves ng of peat for use as fuel releases a considerable amount of carbon dioxide. If peatlands aren’t 

monitored or protected, they could turn from carbon stores into carbon and methane producers, which could 

have detrimental effects on Earth’s atmosphere. The conserva on and restora on of peatlands all across the 

globe can help reduce global warming and have posi ve effects on the environment in all countries. 
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Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 

Improving the preserva on of peatlands by managing and restoring them would greatly decrease the 

amount of carbon emissions released every year. The use of the slash‐and‐burn technique in the agricultural 

prac ces of developing countries as well as lack of awareness leads to the use of peatlands for fuel, especially 

in dry seasons.  In this case government interven on programs focusing on restric ng these prac ces as well as 

educa ng the public on peatlands may prove useful in severely reducing the amount of damage done to 

peatlands. 

Relying completely on government programs alone may prove difficult. Gaining the assistance of the 

private sector could improve the condi ons of peatlands. By encouraging the involvement of stakeholders as 

well as exis ng and developing climate financing mechanisms, not only would it ameliorate the state of 

peatlands, but it would also allow for further research on peatlands to be conducted. 

 

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc:  Peatlands in Central Africa are being protected and restored, as much of the people and 

animal popula on depends upon peatlands. The Global Peatlands Ini a ve is working 

with the countries of Africa in order to help restore or save the peatlands.  

Asian Bloc: Asia has some of the most extensive peatlands. Peatlands in Indonesia have 

experienced large‐scale peatland fires, and a empts are being made to restore them.  

La n American Bloc:  Many of the peatlands in La n America are less disturbed by human ac vity, 

unlike the peatlands in Asia that have experienced destruc on due to fires. The 

peatlands in South America are widespread and rela vely isolated, resul ng in 

protec on from human ac vity.  

Middle Eastern Bloc:  Countries within the Middle Eastern bloc have very few to no peatlands within 

their land. This is due to the extremely dry heat that makes it almost impossible 

for peatlands to grow in those condi ons. However, the climate impact on 

Middle Eastern Bloc na ons cannot be ignored.  

Western Bloc:  Most of the peatlands in the Western bloc can be found in northern na ons including 

the huge amount of permafrost peatlands. Many countries in this bloc recognize the 

importance of preserving and restoring peatlands and have their governments 

involved.  
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Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 

What causes deteriora on of peatlands near or within your country? 

 

How are peatlands affected by industrializa on/commercial development? 

 

What are possible ways destroyed/burnt peatlands can be restored? 

 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 
 

Ar cle—United Na ons Environmental Programme—Why Peatlands Ma er 
bit.ly/2HY5h7T (Shortened URL from www.unenvironment.org) 

 
Ar cle—Interna onal Union for Conserva on of Nature—Peatlands and Climate Change 

bit.ly/3c1wX9m (Shortened URL from www.iucn.org) 
 
Ar cle—Science Magazine— Indonesia’s Fires Are Bad, But New Measures Prevented Them From 

Becoming Worse 
bit.ly/2T9QsE8 (Shortened URL from www.sciencemag.org) 

 
Ar cle—Ensia Magazine—These Fires are Huge, Hidden, and Harmful 

bit.ly/3c49kxh (Shortened URL from ensia.com) 
 
Research Database—ScienceDirect—Peatland 

bit.ly/2SR0eMo (Shortened URL from www.sciencedirect.com) 
 

Ar cle—United Na ons Environmental Programme—World Calls For Urgent Ac on On Peatlands 
bit.ly/2Vdc6u0 (Shortened URL from www.unenvironment.org) 

 
Poten al Search Terms—Peatlands, peat, peatland wildfires, Global Peatlands Ini a ve, terrestrial 

carbon stores, commercial development over peatlands 
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