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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 

          As the United Na ons was created following the end of World War II, the Security Council was created 

as the only commi ee able to use veto power, employ peacekeepers, and enforce sanc ons. This elite 

commi ee of fi een, with five permanent and ten rota ng members, was created to maintain interna onal 

peace and security. During the Cold War, its power was ques oned, but since then it has been ac ve and 

engaged in various world issues, including the situa ons in Iraq, Syria, and the Central African Republic.  

 

Sec on II—Background Informa on 
 

          The United States rela onship with the modern state of Iran has been one of extremes. On the one 

hand, the United States viewed Iran as a bulwark against the Soviet Union. On the other hand, Iran’s 

na onaliza on of Bri sh Oil interests in the region (supported by the popular Prime Minister Mohammad 

Mossadegh) concerned members within the US intelligence community. While the United States gave the 

appearance of entertaining talks with Mossadegh, the US Central Intelligence Agency and the UK’s MI6 

organized a series of coups which deposed Mossadegh. The ruler of Iran, the Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi 

remained as the main source of authority; the Shah’s power was largely propped up by economic and poli cal 

support from the United States. For example, the United States was instrumental in the forma on of the 

Iranian secret police, SAVAK, which plagued an ‐Shah dissidents. Among those arrested by SAVAK was the 

vocal cri c of the Shah, Ruhollah Khomeini. He would go on to be the leader of the Post‐Pahlavi period of Iran’s 

history. The United States extended support for Iran’s nuclear power program, including highly enriched 

uranium throughout the Shah’s reign. The Shah’s commitment to the United States, his westerniza on 

programs (“The White Revolu on”) and economic reforms which alienated more tradi onal Iranians, the 

repressive secret police, and economic difficul es in the 1970s all contributed to an Islamic backlash which 

ul mately exploded into demonstra ons and open revolt. When the Shah retreated from the country, under 

the guide of vaca oning, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini came to power and established an Islamic Republic of 

Iran. US‐Iranian rela ons were already reeling when student protestors ini ated a storming of the US embassy 

in Tehran, kicking off a 444 day hostage crisis. The UN Security Council voted unanimously to condemn the 

seizure and ordered Iran to cease and desist, but Iran ignores the vote and other subsequent votes.  

Since the hostage crisis and Iran‐Iraq War tensions in the 1980s, US‐Iranian rela ons have revolved around 

Iran’s nuclear aspira ons. Ini ally assisted by the United States and the Atoms for Peace program in place 

during the reign of the Shah, almost all Iranian nuclear development was halted with the Revolu on. By 1981, 

Iran moved to con nue pursuing nuclear power and eventually nuclear weapons. A controversial Iran nuclear 

deal in 2015 (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac on, or JCPOA) spearheaded by US President Barack Obama was 

withdrawn from by the United States by his successor, President Donald Trump. The US unilaterally 

withdrew  and re‐established sanc ons. As a result tensions have risen once more, with the UN once again 

calling for restraint and level‐headedness. On the 2nd of January 2020, tensions balanced on a razor’s edge 
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when the US ini ated an airstrike on Iraqi soil that targeted Iranian General Qassem Soleimani. The airstrike 

eliminated, essen ally, Iran’s top military command; equivalent to killing the US Secretary of Defense and the 

Joint Chiefs of the US Military. Iran responded about a week later, by firing missiles onto US bases in Iraq. The 

extent of the damage was not significant, however 109 US service members received trauma c head/brain 

injuries as a result of Iran’s retaliatory strike. An unfortunate byproduct of these new tensions was the 

mistaken downing of a Ukrainian Airliner, killing all 185 people on board. The UN’s Secretary‐General, Antonio 

Guterres, responded to the situa on by urging the belligerents to “stop escala on, exercise maximum 

restraint. Restart dialogue, and renew interna onal coopera on.” As of February 2020, the UN’s ac ons have 

only been urges to de‐escalate and disengage. 

 

Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 

          Though the United Na ons has not directly intervened in any conflict between the US and Iran, it is s ll 

within the UN’s purview as this conflict spans the en re Middle East with heavy implica ons for the region. As 

a result, the UN has endorsed the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac on (JCPOA), otherwise known as the 

Iran Nuclear Deal. This deal limited Iran’s ability to enrich nuclear‐weapons grade Uranium in return for the 

West to reduce and eliminate the sanc ons that have crippled Iran’s economy for decades. However, the Deal 

fell apart in 2018 when the US unilaterally withdrew. As of now, there are no known trea es/deals that deal 

with the wider conflict between the two na ons. Especially in terms of the current Proxy Wars in the Middle 

East, and the direct confronta on between the US and Iran. What possibly could develop is a renego ated 

JCPOA with more par es or a whole new deal/treaty that can deal with the burgeoning issues, while s ll 

maintaining the UN’s posi ons and legal accordances. Another possible solu on is to directly deal with the 

wider conflict that has con nually stoked the flames in the Middle East, which is the Proxy War between Saudi 

Arabia and Iran. If both par es are brought together to nego ate, there may perhaps be the possibility of a 3rd 

Party Arbiter se ling the many intricate problems between the two na ons.   

 

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc:  Asia is rela vely neutral on the issue, with a few glaring outliers. China is a major 

strategic partner and ally of Iran, while Japan and South Korea maintain a rela onship 

with Iran.  

Asian Bloc:  The African Union, similar in opera on to the EU, maintains that all party na ons are to 

maintain a strict neutral approach to interna onal conflicts. However, Egypt and South 

Africa have had differing policies regarding the issue; with Egypt working with the US 

and South Africa pursuing closer es to Iran.  

La n American Bloc:  The La n American bloc maintains formal rela ons with the US and Iran, and 

the Bloc urges all sides to maintain restraint and calm. Venezuela is Iran’s 

staunch ally in the region, however. The Caribbean does not have much of a say 

in the ma er, with the excep on of Cuba, as Cuba is an ally of Iran.  
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Middle Eastern Bloc:  Iran in the post‐Revolu onary period maintains ac ve diploma c rela ons with 

na ons in the region, despite some fierce compe on and hos lity. Scars from 

the 1980s Iran‐Iraq war s ll remain, and Iran‐UAE rela ons are complicated by 

compe ng claims for islands in the Persian Gulf. Saudi Arabia and other 

members of the Gulf Coopera on Council are not on very friendly terms with 

Iran. Kuwait is an ally, though not free from tensions, and Israel is not formally 

recognized by Iran. As a result, Israeli interac on is minimal at best.  

Western Bloc:  The Western Bloc is firmly on the US’s side, as a majority of the Western Bloc is a 

member of NATO. NATO, with the excep on of the US, has made it clear that the need 

to deescalate is first and foremost. The US, and to a certain extent the UK and France, 

have pursued their own policies regarding Iran, and the Middle East in general.  

Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 

How will a new deal/treaty rec fy the glaring differences between US and Iranian interests and goals? 

How will peace be enforced when both sides are belligerents? 

How will both sides’ allies respond to any provoca on? 

How can the proceedings be done in order to fit the UN’s purpose and mission? 

How will the concerns of the Permanent 5 be resolved? 

How will the Proxy War be dealt with, in the context of this direct confronta on? 

 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 
 

Statement—United Na ons—UN Chief Calls For De‐escala on Across Gulf Region 
       bit.ly/2VqrH9o (Shortened URL from un.org) 
 
Ar cle—CNN—US Iran Conflict: A Timeline Of How We Got Here 
       cnn.it/32qk3gI (Shortened URL from www.cnn.com) 
 
Ar cle—Na onal Public Radio (NPR)—US Kills Top Iranian Leader In Airstrike 
       n.pr/32qlXOo (Shortened URL from www.npr.org) 
 
Ar cle—Bri sh Broadcas ng Company—US‐Iran Rela ons: A Brief History 
       bbc.in/3c4Y2bY (Shortened URL from www.bbc.com) 
 
Ar cle—Voice of America (VOA)—As Iran Looks to Hit US Interests, It May Turn to Africa 
       bit.ly/38YD9gx (Shortened URL from www.voanews.com) 
 
Poten al Search Terms— Iran‐US Conflict, US Airstrike Iran, Qassem Soleimani, Iran Retalia on, Iran 

Nuclear Deal, Iran Sanc ons, Ukraine Airliner Accident, Quds Force, Ayatollah 
Khomeini, Iran Hostage Crisis, US Embassy Raids Iran, Middle East Proxy Wars  
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