
United Na ons 

United Na ons Human Rights Council  Dist: General 
25 February 2020 
 
Original: English 

E/HRC.1/1948 

First session 
  Agenda item 
  28 March 2020 
 
Treatment of Uyghurs in China 

Treatment of Uyghurs in China 
 
Note by the Secretary‐General 
 
     The Secretary‐General has the honour to transmit to the members of 
the UNHRC the topic synopsis en tled “Treatment of Uyghurs in China”  
(UNHRC/NOV/SYN/IIF/01.1). 

Please recycle 11‐172124 (E)  54774 

E/HCR.1/1948 



Treatment of Uyghurs in China 
unhrc@thhsmun.org 

Sec on I—Introduc on 

The Human Rights Council is an intergovernmental body within the United Na ons that deals with 

human rights viola ons and serves to protect the global community from infringement on personal rights and 

freedoms. Established in 2006 by the UN General Assembly, UNHRC serves as the main United Na ons forum 

for intergovernmental coopera on and dialogue on human rights issues, dedicated to preserving and 

protec ng.  

Sec on II—Background Informa on 

The Uyghur people have existed in the present‐day region of Xinjiang as far back as the Pre‐Imperial 

era of China. Their rich culture and Muslim roots are at odds with the current Communist leadership of China; 

they have faced discrimina on as a result. This has led to many years of growing tensions and war which 

con nue to affect the region today. In terms of modern China, the Uyghur conflict began around the me of 

the Chinese Civil War. A Uyghur independent state was declared, however it was short‐lived and by the 1950s 

was back under the control of the Chinese Community Party (CCP). The region of Xinjiang is now plagued by 

conflict between the Han Chinese and the Uyghurs, with the Uyghurs making up about 50 percent of the 

popula on of Xinjiang. The region today is one of the most heavily surveillanced places on the planet with 

extreme media restric ons put into place by the Chinese government. The current issue at hand is on the 

recent discovery of Uyghurs being put into “re‐educa on camps” that many consider to be a form of 

concentra on camp. These camps fundamentally violate human rights and have been condemned by the 

UN.  Former interned people claim extremely harsh condi ons within camps; torture, interroga ons, mass 

surveillance, and sexual abuse. The interviewees also claim that the Uyghurs are forced to pledge loyalty to the 

government. Bejing, in response to these accusa ons, says that these are necessary procedures to combat any 

Islamist extremist group. There have been Uyghurs found in guerilla warfare camps; possibly some of them 

lured by more fundamental Islam and oppression of the CCP. China passed an ‐extremism laws in 2017 to act 

against any “terrorists” and under these laws veils and long beards were outlawed and all “training centers” 

were officially recognized. Along with this law, ac on has been made against the East Turkestan Islamic 

Movement as they are now labeled as a terrorist organiza on by the Chinese government. Many countries 

have also cri cized China for inhumane ac ons and the use of camps. The UN has demanded access to the 

camps and has been very cri cal of China’s refusal to do this. The European Union also condemned China for its 

failure to respect religious tolerance and recently a joint statement from UN ambassadors a acked China for 

inhumane ac ons and was backed by over 20 countries. This issue is one of extreme importance for the UNHCR 

as it works to uphold the rights of all humans no ma er what culture and religion they might be.  
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Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 

Diploma c solu ons are highly encouraged. Nego a ons with China regarding an autonomous or 

semi‐autonomous Uyghur are a possibility. At the heart of the ma er is Uyghur status in China as a 

“second‐class ci zenry” of sorts. As more Han Chinese have relocated to the Uyghur areas of the country, 

tensions have increased and economic disparity has deepened. Economic investment in the area focused on 

Uyghur employment may help reduce this gap. Although sanc ons seem an easy solu on, delegates should 

remember that this commi ee is not the Security Council.  

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 

African Bloc:  Many African countries are suppor ve of Chinese ac ons to “counter‐terrorism”. Many 

countries are large trade partners with China and rely on China for many of their 

exports—Burundi, Eritrea, and Nigeria specifically. Coun es with large Muslim 

popula ons in Africa popula ons have not made any statements.  

Asian Bloc:  Asian countries have generally been split among two groups. Countries like Japan have 

opposed Chinese ac ons against the Uyghurs. Others like the Philippines, Cambodia, and 

DPRK have no opposi on to any ac ons and are suppor ve of the Chinese policy.  

La n American Bloc: No La n American country has made a specific statement on any detainment of 

Uyghurs other than Cuba, which had a pro‐Chinese policy. The La n American 

bloc may be leaning towards China based on trade rela ons.   

Middle Eastern Bloc:  The Middle Eastern Bloc is generally suppor ve of Chinese policy to 

counter‐terrorism and protec on of its ci zens. However, any Muslim majority 

na ons have been part of statements commending the CCP on its human rights 

viola ons and its plans to counter any threats.  

Western Bloc:  Unlike the other blocs, many in the Western Bloc have been very straigh orward in 

their posi on to oppose Chinese policies. In statements condemning the CCP for its 

ac ons against the Uyghur people, most of the responses have originated in western 

na ons such as Canada, the UK, France, and Germany. There has been some support of 

China among the Western Bloc, especially among countries that are more authoritarian 

in their government.  
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Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 

What are the possible restric ons on ideas, solu ons, and plans that your country  proposes? Will they 
be curtailed in any way?  
 
What ac ons has your country taken in the past? What is its posi on on the crisis and what has it 
done so far in rela on to the Uyghur people and why may it have done that? 
 
Are your solu ons viable in the long term? Are they economically sustainable?  
 
Are there any outside groups that your country would like to consult, such as NGOs, governmental 
organiza ons, and UN programs? 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

Ar cle—BBC—China Uighurs: All You Need To Know On Muslim 'Crackdown' 
bbc.in/39X0jE9 (Shortened URL from www.bbc.com)  

Ar cle—Time—A Brief History Of The Uighurs 
bit.ly/2vV6f1J (Shortened URL from me.com) 

Ar cle—Council on Foreign Rela ons—China’s Repression of Uighurs in Xinjiang 
on.cfr.org/37TCvj4 (Shortened URL from www.cfr.org) 

Ar cle—Quartz Africa—Why These African Countries Are Defending China’s Mass Deten on Of Muslims 
bit.ly/37Qk0vZ (Shortened URL from qz.com) 

Ar cle—The Diplomat—Which Countries Are For or Against China’s Xinjiang Policies? 
bit.ly/39X1wLH (Shortened URL from thediplomat.com) 

Ar cle—China And Eurasia Forum Quarterly—The Forma on Of Modern Uyghur Historiography And 
Compe ng Perspec ves Toward Uyghur History (See page 87 [page 93 of PDF]) 

bit.ly/2HK1vPa (Shortened URL from ethz.ch) 

Poten al Search Terms— Uyghurs, Han, Xi Jinping, China, Terrorism, East‐Turkmenistan, Xinjiang, Xinjiang 
Re‐educa on Camps, Voca onal Educa on Camps, and Training Centers 
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