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Sec on I—Introduc on 

The Human Rights Council is an intergovernmental body within the United Na ons that deals with 

human rights viola ons and serves to protect the global community from infringement on personal rights and 

freedoms. Established in 2006 by the UN General Assembly, UNHRC serves as the main United Na ons forum 

for intergovernmental coopera on and dialogue on human rights issues, dedicated to preserving and 

protec ng.  

Sec on II—Background Informa on 

Hong Kong is a region in the south of China that has an extensive and, at most mes, controversial 

history. Hong Kong is based on capitalism and is an extremely wealthy, developed na on with a limited form of 

democra c government policies. The Chinese Government, however, has slowly been integra ng the na on 

into mainland China by enac ng various laws and slowly increasing control over the government of Hong Kong. 

This includes supporters of Beijing such as Carrie Lam, Chief Execu ve of Hong Kong. With the increased 

control of China and the looming threat of complete integra on, tensions have been steadily rising in the 

region for years. The region has once again come to a breaking point with the a empt of the Hong Kong 

government (now largely controlled by Pro‐Beijing par sans) to pass the Fugi ve Offenders and Mutual Legal 

Assistance in Criminal Ma ers Legisla on causing protests to break out across Hong Kong‐‐drawing thousands 

of protestors out into the streets to resist Chinese rule. With these protests comes a crackdown by the Hong 

Kong police force. Protestors and police have clashed violently on numerous occasions and over 2000 have 

been injured with 2 deaths to date. These protests include mass gatherings in the streets, vandalism of pro‐

Chinese en es or government buildings, and various other acts in an a empt to show resistance towards 

Chinese rule. The local and mainland governments have responded by enac ng more laws such as the 

an ‐mask law and even insta ng a form of mar al‐law in Hong Kong. Under this mar al‐law, the police force of 

Hong Kong has allegedly acted inappropriately on numerous occasions, assaul ng protestors, using cruel and 

unorthodox methods of crowd control, arres ng people unjustly , failing to protect protestors from assaults by 

pro‐Chinese ci zens, alleged sexual assault, and more. All of this has sparked interna onal outrage as many UN 

states viewing this as a prime example of a government viola ng the basic human right to democracy, 

freedom, and protec on of the people by its government in mes of emergency. The UNHRC watches the 

situa on closely to ensure that the human rights of the protestors are not violated, but with the vola le state 

of the region, it is difficult to ensure fair and effec ve judgment. Overall, the issue is ongoing and many 

member states have strong opinions on the events occurring and what it means for the rights of Hong Kongers.  
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Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 

Considering the sovereignty of the People's Republic of China, possible nego a ons have to respect its 

autonomy. One sugges on is a delega on from many coun es to have nego a ons with The CCP to loosen 

control over Hong Kong. The nego a ons would be focused on compromising with China. These compromises 

mostly plan on convincing China to back down and loosen their grip on Hong Kong. If the nego a ons fail, 

forcing China to acknowledge human rights viola ons of protestors and their right are a possible next step 

plan. In the short term the applica on of aid in the region to stabilize is necessary. This would be done through 

the use of NGOs or UNHCR funding/programs to provide aid to refugees and/or civilians in Hong Kong.  

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 

African Bloc:  As many African na ons adhere to the One China Policy of Beijing, many have stayed 

quiet on the issue of Hong Kong. However, some na ons such as Uganda have gone on 

record to condemn the protests in Hong Kong. On the other hand, na ons such as 

Eswa ni (formerly Swaziland) maintain diploma c es with Taiwan and have supported 

the protests.  

Asian Bloc:  Asia is divided between two opposing fac ons; one that supports Beijing and its ac ons to 

consolidate power in Hong Kong and those who oppose Beijing and support the 

protesters. However, there are also many na ons who have remained on the fence and/or 

quiet about the issue in order to not anger China or the Western Powers. 

La n American Bloc: La n America is also a quite divided region in which there are na ons with more 

Western influences that support the protests as a way to bring peace and liberty. 

However, other more Beijing friendly na ons such as Venezuela have condemned 

the ac ons of the protestors.  

Middle Eastern Bloc:  Na ons such as Iran and Iraq have supported Beijing and their ac ons in Hong 

Kong while other na ons such as Israel have supported the protestors. The 

Middle Eastern Bloc itself is divided on the issue for the very fact that many of 

the na ons experience mass civil unrest themselves.  

Western Bloc:  Almost all of the Western na ons are united in the condemna on of China and Hong 

Kong Police forces throughout this issue. The Western na ons, prac cally all being 

democracies, support the protests as demonstra ons of liberty, democracy, and 

human rights. Conversely, Russia is one of the only na ons in support of Beijing, 

cri cizing protests in Hong Kong.  
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Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 

What are the possible ideas, solu ons, and plans that your country  proposes? Will they be curtailed in 
any way, especially by China?  
 
Are your solu ons economically feasible? Many solu ons are rela vely expensive and economic 
problems make it very difficult to apply them. Can the country in ques on feasibly implement your 
solu on? 
 
Is your solu on supposed to be long term or short term? What is the me span of the solu on? 
 
Are there any outside groups that your country would like to consult, such as NGOs, governmental 
organiza ons, and UN programs? 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

Ar cle—Australian Broadcas ng Corpora on—Tracing The History Of Hong Kong’s Umbrella Movement 
ab.co/3bSYkm2 (Shortened URL from www.abc.net.au) 

 
Ar cle—CNN—The Evolu on Of The Hong Kong Protests 

cnn.it/2SNWFXx (Shortened URL from www.cnn.com) 
 
Ar cle—BBC News—The Hong Kong Protests Explained In 100 And 500 Words 

bbc.in/2uZcLVj (Shortened URL from www.bbc.com) 
 
Ar cle—Amnesty Interna onal—Sexual Violence Against Hong Kong Protesters 

bit.ly/38QxeKB (Shortened URL from www.amnesty.org) 
 
Ar cle—Radio Free Asia—Hong Kong Protesters Face 'Abusive' Policing, Suppression Of Promised 

Freedoms: Report 
bit.ly/392ryNL (Shortened URL from www.rfa.org) 

 
Video—Al Jazeera—Why Are People Protes ng In Hong Kong?  

bit.ly/2HSF9Lf (Shortened URL from www.aljazeera.com) 
 
Poten al Search Terms— Hong Kong, China, Chinese Communist Party, Hong Kong Government, An ‐mask 

Law, Fugi ve Offenders and Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Ma ers 
Legisla on, Xi Jinping, Carrie Lam, Hong Kong Protests 
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