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Section I—Introduction 

The World Health Organization (WHO), was founded on April 7, 1948, and headquartered in Geneva, 

Switzerland. Its primary concern is to monitor and respond to any health crises occurring around the globe, in 

addition to researching better methods to deal with common health concerns. The WHO website outlines its 

6 main areas of focus as health systems, promoting health through the life-course, non-communicable 

diseases, communicable diseases, corporate services, and preparedness, surveillance and response.  

Section II—Topic Background 

According to the World Health Organization, antibiotic resistance occurs when bacteria biochemically 

change in response to antibiotics. The infections that antibiotic-resistant bacteria cause are much more difficult 

to treat. This, in turn, leads to longer hospital stays, higher medical expenses, and an increased mortality rate. 

When these antibiotics are rendered useless, more expensive medications must be used, which places a 

financial burden on the patients’ families.  Additionally, antibiotic resistance has an adverse impact on medical 

procedures such as organ transplants and caesarean sections. Antibiotic resistance has the ability to effectively 

undo all the medical advancements the human race has developed. Antibiotic resistance is rising at a 

dangerous rate. New resistant pathogens are spreading globally and creating a worldwide pandemic. As more 

and more antibiotics are losing their effectiveness, emerging infectious diseases such as tuberculosis and 

pneumonia are becoming much harder to treat. One of the root causes of the issue is that physicians are over-

prescribing antibiotics instead of allowing the body to fight off the infection. This general trend in behavior is 

leading to the emergence of antibiotic-resistant pathogens. One other concern that stems from antibiotic 

resistance is the emergence of “superbugs,” such as  CRE, VRE, and MRSA. At this dangerous rate, the human 

race will enter into an age in which common infections can kill.  

The World Health Organization has made combating antibiotic resistance one of their top priorities. WHO 

advocated a global action plan addressing antibiotic and antimicrobial resistance at the World Health Assembly 

on May 2015. The action plan aims to spread awareness about the burgeoning issue of antibiotic resistance, 

minimize the number of infections, to utilize antimicrobial medication effectively, reinforce the close 

monitoring and research of antibiotic resistance, and to promote sustainable financial investment. WHO has 

also been at the forefront of a plethora of initiatives for combating antibiotic resistance such as World 

Antibiotic Awareness Week, GLASS, GARDP, and IACG.  

Section III—Possible Solutions 

Every party involved in this global health crisis can foster effective prevention and control. Individuals 

should follow the advice of certified health workers and refrain from using antibiotics when health workers 

deem it unnecessary. Individuals can also exert preventative measures by practicing hygienic habits such as 

washing hands, practicing safe sex, receiving all vaccinations, avoiding close proximity to sick people, and 

E/WH.6/4541 

11-075644 



preparing food hygienically. Policy makers can implement a national action plan aimed to eradicate antibiotic 

resistance, closely monitor antibiotic-resistant pathogens and emerging infectious diseases, strengthen 

infection prevention via programs and policies, regulate the usage and disposal of antibiotics, and provide 

awareness about the subject matter to the general public. Health professionals can prevent infection by 

practicing good hygiene in terms of medical instruments, limit unnecessary antibiotic prescriptions, report 

infections, and inform patients how to implement preventative measures and how to correctly administer 

antibiotics. The healthcare sector can invest in research of antibiotic resistance as well as development of 

chemicals, drugs and vaccines to combat the issue. As animals are also affected by this epidemic, the 

agriculture sector can also contribute to prevention. Some measures the agriculture sector can take include: 

administering antibiotics to animals under the supervision of a veterinarian and not for the purpose of 

promoting unhealthy growth, vaccinate animals regularly and use alternatives to antibiotics, apply hygienic 

steps to food processing (plant or animal products), and strengthen biosecurity of plant and animal products. 

Section IV—Bloc Positions 

African Bloc:  Due to the growing geopolitical and economic instability, African nations have suffered the 

disastrous repercussions of antibiotic resistance in terms of the emerging infectious diseases 

like HIV/AIDS that contribute to their high mortality rates. They are the beneficiaries of global 

assistance from other nations and from NGOs, as they don’t possess the resources to uphold 

good healthcare.  

Asian Bloc:  Asia has undertaken a proactive approach to the prevention of antibiotic resistance by providing 

increased accessibility to healthcare and nutrition, as well as establishing centers to quarantine 

those with infectious diseases. Multinational organizations have been instrumental in facilitating 

these changes. 

Latin American Bloc:  Given the large number of impoverished people in this bloc, poor sanitation and the 

prevalence of mosquito-borne illnesses predispose them to the disastrous 

repercussions of antibiotic resistance and the resulting emerging infectious diseases.  

Middle Eastern Bloc:  Middle Eastern countries cooperatively work together to limit antibiotic resistance 

and place a large emphasis on data as a tool to help with research concerning 

antibiotic resistance. 

Western Bloc and others:  Vaccines and inoculation methods have been used in European nations to 

combat antibiotic resistance in terms of preventative measures. The ECDC is 

working to eradicate antibiotic resistance by attacking emerging infectious 

diseases as well as spreading awareness. The overuse of prescription drugs in 

hospitals have contributed to the issue.  

Eastern European Bloc:  Eastern Europe has noticed a rise in antibiotic resistance in their respective nations 

and is the ECDC is raising awareness and working to eradicate the emergence of 

antibiotic resistance. 
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Section V—Questions That Should Be Taken Into Consideration 

How can we prevent antibiotic resistance? 

How can individuals be trained to prevent antimicrobial resistance? 

How does economic status factor into susceptibility to emerging infectious diseases? 

Section VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

Centers for Disease Control--Research Database--Antimicrobial/Antibiotic Resistance  

goo.gl/S5TAu9  (shortened URL from www.cdc.gov) 

World Health Organization—Fact Sheet—Antimicrobial Resistance 

goo.gl/xUr4R2  (shortened URL from www.who.int) 

National Center for Biotechnology Information--Article--The Antibiotic Resistance Crisis 

goo.gl/hxF6wJ (shortened URL from www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov)  

Possible Search Terms—antibiotic resistance, antimicrobial resistance, superbugs 
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