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Section I—Introduction 

The United Nations Commission on the Status of Women focuses on the empowerment of women and 

equality between all the genders. UNCSW challenges countries to meet the needs of women by holding them 

accountable to more global standards. By enforcing governing action within participating countries, civil society 

can change as a result.    

Section II—Background Information 

 The trafficking of humans is a prevalent issue throughout the world; it involves the harboring of a person or 

people against their will for the use of labor and other tasks such as sexual exploitation. This issue is of 

particular importance in terms of women and the obstacles they face. Women are most often the subject of 

human trafficking because they are seen as easy to exploit and because of current gender inequality in some 

countries. 

 In countries with a culture that does not treat women as equals and denounces their existence, trafficking 

of women is more common. These women may be used for manual labor or in the sex trade. Often times these 

are women in areas where they are not afforded enough educational or financial opportunities. It is crucial to 

recognize that children also are subject to human trafficking as much as women. Children too are sold into 

labor and as sex workers. This is extremely prominent in African and Asian countries. In the regard to women, 

gender inequality plays a major role in the human trafficking industry. In much of the world, women are seen 

as “less-than” and most of the times do not receive education and the opportunities to live in safe areas with 

lower rates of human trafficking. In lower-income urban areas, human trafficking is at its peak and women in 

these regions are most at risk to be taken and sold into labor. In many cases, the pressure on exploited persons 

is so extreme that relief organizations attempting to liberate them are turned away. Traffickers often threaten 

and intimidate the families of the people they hold in servitude. Almost exclusively, trafficked persons are 

denied communication with their families or the outside world in general; their identity papers and passports 

are denied to them. It should be noted that human trafficking is not just a developing nation issue; domestic 

workers held against their will, migrants tricked into thinking they were on the way to new opportunities 

instead worked in sweat shops, women and children forced into the sex trade— all are issues faced in 

developed nations as well. Human trafficking exists hand in hand with gender inequality. The two issues should 

be considered in tandem with each other. 

Section III—Possible Solutions 

Increasing the implementation and the enforcement of laws can combat human trafficking. Creating stricter, 

more encompassing international laws can enable the decline in human trafficking. By creating more vocational 

opportunities women that would have otherwise been sold into slavery can now find jobs that they are 

qualified for. The social stigma surrounding the degradation of women must change in order for this issue to be 

resolved. Education is the key to changing beliefs. 
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Section IV—Bloc Positions 

Western Bloc: The supply and demand for sex workers is high in this region. Laws have been passed in this 

region and they are enforced. However, human trafficking is still an extensive problem in 

this region. 

Latin American Bloc:  Human trafficking is a prevalent problem in this region. Many countries have anti-

human trafficking laws; however these laws are barely enforced. In this region, child 

trafficking has increased dramatically in the recent years due to gang violence in this 

region. 

African Bloc: Women are primarily targeted in this region as sex workers while men are targeted to work as 

unpaid servants. Children are also sold into sex and servitude. Supply and demand has 

caused trafficking and cheap labor to increase in these areas. Some countries in this region 

have issued anti- trafficking laws, however they are hardly enforced. 

Middle Eastern Bloc: Many counties in this region do not recognize human trafficking and sexual 

exploitation because it contradicts its government's adherence to Islam. Poverty and 

societal beliefs causes many women in this area to be sold into marriages and 

prostitution. A specific type of child trafficking called camel jockeying is common in 

the Middle East. Some countries have anti-trafficking laws, however they are rarely 

enforced. 

Asian Bloc: The largest destination country for child sex workers is in Southeast Asia. Poverty is a main 

reason for the prevalent human trafficking trade. Laws have been passed to combat human 

trafficking but these laws are not regularly enforced in many countries. 

 

Section V—Questions That Should Be Taken Into Consideration 

How can human trafficking issues be solved in developed and developing countries? 

How can this issue be combatted in the economic, social, and political aspect?  

How can the different types of human trafficking (marriage, labor, child, and sex) be prevented and 

stopped? 

What retribution should these victims receive short and long term? 

How can the “supply and demand” of human trafficking decrease?  

How can international as well as domestic human trafficking rings be targeted? 
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Section VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

UNODC - What is Human Trafficking?  

goo.gl/9dH5JN (shortened URL from www.unodc.org) 

CNN—Article/Database—How to Help: Anti-trafficking Organizations Around the World  

goo.gl/6RnZPz (shortened URL from www.cnn.com) 

UN Women—Joint Report—Prevent, Combat, Protect: Human Trafficking  

goo.gl/qgF2zx (shortened URL from www.unwomen.org) 

UN Women—Speech Transcript—Fighting Human Trafficking  

goo.gl/ZHK2b9 (shortened URL from www.unwomen.org) 

Possible Search Terms — human trafficking, modern slavery, contemporary slavery, domestic servitude 
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