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Section I—Introduction 
UNICEF, or the United Nations Children’s Fund, is an organ of the United Nations whose focus is to assist 

children and mothers within developing nations as well as offer humanitarian aid for those suffering 

individuals. On December 11, 1946 UNICEF was created in order to offer aid for children who had been 

devastated by WWII. In its wake, UNICEF, who relies on contributions from governments and private donors, 

worked to combat infectious disease outbreaks as well as quotidian lack of necessities with developing nations.  

Section II—Topic Background 

Children living with disabilities face difficult lives full of constant hardships and disadvantages. Areas facing 

political unrest, civil war, and terrorism put children at risk of becoming disabled by way of injuries such as 

amputations from explosions, or via communicable diseases and malnutrition. Even war-torn regions who have 

been at peace for generations face the threat of unexploded ordnance, landmines, chemical contamination 

(such as dioxin), and so on. Areas facing ecological disaster due to rapid industrialization are similarly at risk. 

Their problems are never just as simple as the symptoms of their condition. Their condition follows them 

around in life as long as they have it, sometimes even after it has been treated. Due to their condition, society 

treats them different, be it positively or negatively. Negative treatment leaves a lasting effect on the child 

which could manifest into even more problems for them later on. Society tends to treat children with 

disabilities in ways that hinder their ability to pursue what they want out of life. However, progress has been 

made in order to combat this type of discrimination. In several developed countries such as the US, laws such 

as the 504 and IEP prohibit government sanctioned entities from discriminating against students with 

disabilities.  

According to a UNICEF statistic, children with disabilities are 3 to 4 times more likely to be victims of 

violence. Between 80 and 90 percent of disabled adults are unemployed, and those working are underpaid in 

comparison to coworkers without monetary compensation. Disabled children and adults are also barred from 

receiving things they need to further their life such as education and health care. It’s possible to counteract 

these hindrances by increasing awareness of how these disabled children are treated, increasing humanitarian 

and social aid, and integrating these individuals more fully into society.  

Section III—Possible Solutions 

The nature of this problem involves how culture perceives disabled people. The economic viability of 

disabled persons is often at the forefront of the struggle, especially in developing nations. To combat this, 

promoting an ideal that suggests disabled people are equally capable of doing work can shift society’s 

mentality. Programs need to be installed for children with disabilities in order to empower their mindsets. 

Discrimination starts at a young age, and transforming the perception of disabled youth stands vital to equality. 

Ensuring economic independence for disabled persons is of key consideration as well. 
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Section IV—Bloc Positions 

Asian-Pacific:  The Asian-Pacific Bloc as a general consensus does not have many regulations in place for 

child discrimination. As a result, discrimination of children with disabilities is rampant in lower 

GDP countries and southeast Asia. 

African: The African Bloc has even less rules placed that helps give rights to disabled people, let alone 

children. The issue of discrimination of children with disabilities is most prominent here and areas in 

rural sub-Saharan Africa do not have as many jobs for the disabled. 

Eastern European: The Eastern European Bloc has disability rights in place, and support systems to aid 

children with disabilities with welfare. The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (CRPD) has been ratified by 46 of 47 nations member nations of the Council of 

Europe.   

Latin-American and Caribbean:  The Latin-American Bloc generally lacks cohesive regulations to combat 

discrimination against children with disabilities. However, it shows a 

willingness to enact laws supporting equality against disability while taking 

into consideration its diversity. 

Western European and Others:  Countries like the United States have laws in place to make sure no entity 

discriminates against children, as well as most other countries in the 

western bloc. These nations are not without their difficulties, however. 

Standards of enforcement, and accessibility with aging infrastructure are 

concerns.  

Section V—Questions That Should Be Taken Into Consideration 

What measures can be executed such that the government enforces the regulations put into place to help 

disabled children?  

What has your country done to change the perception regarding disabled citizens and youth in your 

country? 

How can you overcome the societal hurdles to integrate disabled children into a working life? 
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Section VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

International Labour Organization—Article—Equality and Discrimination in Asia and The Pacific 

goo.gl/gHvEdD (shortened URL from www.ilo.org) 

UNICEF—Document—The State of the World’s Children 2013 

goo.gl/s4ye9Q (shortened URL from www.unicef.org) 

UNICEF—Database—Disabilities 

goo.gl/UKEBuf (shortened URL from www.unicef.org) 

Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund—Article—International Disability Rights  

goo.gl/pY9tZ8 (shortened URL from dredf.org) 

United Nations—Document—Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Optional Protocol 

goo.gl/dZrLCE (shortened URL from www.un.org) 

Potential Search Terms—children disability rate in [Country], discrimination against people with disabilities 
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