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Section I—Introduction 

          UNICEF, or the United Nations Children’s Fund, is an organ of the United Nations whose focus is to 

assist children and mothers within developing nations as well as offer humanitarian aid for those suffering 

individuals. On December 11, 1946 UNICEF was created in order to offer aid for children who had been 

devastated by WWII. In its wake, UNICEF, who relies on contributions from governments and private donors, 

worked to combat infectious disease outbreaks as well as quotidian lack of necessities with developing nations.  

Section II—Topic Background 

The Crisis in Yemen started with the Yemen Uprising in 2011-2012 against their president, Ali Abdullah 

Saleh. The overwhelming pressure from dissidents forced a handover of power to his deputy, Abdrabbuh 

Mansour Hadi. Hadi similarly faced issues such as unemployment, food insecurity, and terrorism. The Houthi, a 

Shia political rebel group, allied with supporters of former president Saleh against pro-Hadi forces. Houthis, 

seeing the current administration being too weak to deal with them, took control of the Saada province. In late 

2014, they also took control of the Yemen capital of Sanaa. President Hadi fled to neighboring Saudi Arabia, 

and the Saudi government took action. Considering the conflict a matter of immediate threat, and fearing 

Iranian influence in the region, Saudi Arabia assembled a multi-national coalition and conducted military strikes 

inside Yemen’s border. Several western bloc countries have provided intelligence, weapons, and logistical 

support. Terrorist groups have led incursions into the South of Yemen, using the disorder as an opportunity to 

secure territory. The effect on the population of Yemen and surrounding countries has been devastating-- more 

than 10,000 have been killed, and more than 3 million have been displaced by the violence, according to the 

UN. An inability to secure food and fuel for civilians means that millions of Yemeni are facing food insecurity 

and starvation. Access to clean water and proper sanitation have led to outbreaks of communicable disease 

such as cholera.  

UNICEF has planned many programs that would aid displaced refugees, specifically children. A child 

protection plan encompassing 5.3 million children to be vaccinated against polio. UNICEF’s focus on rebuilding 

the Yemen infrastructure begins with improving primary health care via providing supplies and responding to 

communicable disease outbreaks. The WASH program, aimed at cleaning the water supplies will support 

“rehabilitation and sustainability of local water management systems to increase access to safe water.” 

Section III—Possible Solutions 

  The Crisis in Yemen has had widespread implications all throughout the Asian Bloc, specifically in the 

Middle East where many people have been displaced. To resolve an issue with a scope as large as this, aid must 

be sent to the people displaced, asylum offered to them, or healthcare provided in refugee camps. But in 

addition to a humanitarian focus, solutions must address strategies to counter terrorism and threats affecting 

civilians. The aim of the committee is to try and mediate the conflict as best as possible and come up with a 

way to try and help those displaced by the conflict.  
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Section IV—Bloc Positions 

Asian-Pacific:  The Asian-Pacific Bloc has part of its bloc directly involved in the conflict as the belligerents. 

Most countries’ government side with the Yemeni Loyalists.  

African:  The African Bloc has a general position of neutrality concerning the Yemen crisis, with the exception 

of a few Northern African states such as Morocco and Sudan who favor the Yemeni government. 

Eastern European:  The Eastern EU bloc has a stance of favoring the Yemeni government, usually in the form 

of refugee evacuation and logistical aid while donating funds. 

Latin-American and Caribbean:  The Latin-American bloc is not directly involved with the conflict, not 

providing aid in offensive nor supportive form. However, Latin American 

nations should not shy away from this discussion, as Latin American-Middle 

Eastern connections (often financial) exist.  

Western European and Others:  The Western EU bloc has its stance derived from sending troops in small 

amounts to aid offensive battles, but it mainly provides intelligence and 

logistical support. It has focused its stance on humanitarian aid, with the 

allocation for Yemen in the period 2018-2020 under the EU Development 

Cooperation Instrument amounting to €150 million. 

Section V—Questions That Should Be Taken Into Consideration 

How can your country aid in the humanitarian crisis ongoing in the region?  

How can your country ensure humanitarian aid goes to those most in need, and not to war lords and 

terrorist organizations?  

Is there any way to satisfy both sides of the conflict with a diplomatic solution? 
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Section VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

BBC—Article—Yemen Profile Timeline 

goo.gl/UZxxUu (shortened URL from www.bbc.com) 

BBC—Article—Yemen Crisis  

goo.gl/zFWYnX (shortened URL from www.bbc.com) 

UNICEF—Article—Yemen Crisis 

goo.gl/GaNZdM (shortened URL from www.unicef.com) 

Al-Jazeera—Video—The War in Yemen Explained in 3 Minutes 

goo.gl/tWs9hh (shortened URL from www.youtube.com) 

Potential Search Terms—Yemen Civil War, Yemen humanitarian crisis, Yemen reconstruction, Yemen 

refugee crisis 
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