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Sec on I—Introduc on 

The Human Rights Council is an intergovernmental body within the United Na ons that deals with human 

rights viola ons and serves to protect the global community from infringement on personal rights and 

freedoms. Established in 2006 by the UN General Assembly, UNHRC serves as the main United Na ons forum 

for intergovernmental coopera on and dialogue on human rights issues, dedicated to preserving and 

protec ng.  

Sec on II—Background Informa on 

Most countries have in some way been affected by violent extremism and radicalism. Violent extremism/

radicalism refers to the use of violence to achieve ideological, poli cal, social, economic, or religious goals. 

Radicaliza on can result from a number of factors‐‐ push factors such as discrimina on or marginaliza on, pull 

factors such as a sense of belonging offered by the violent extremist group, and personal factors. Terrorism is a 

form of violent extremism characterized by indiscriminate killing, generally to ins ll fear and force ac on (or 

force a stay of ac on) from poli cal leaders.  

61,000 incidents of non‐state terrorism, in total causing 140,000 deaths have been recorded from 2000 to 

2014. According to the Global Terrorism Index, deaths from terrorism have dropped 44% from their peak in 

2014. In 2017, 75% of deaths due to terrorism were concentrated in Iran, Somalia, Pakistan, Syria, Nigeria, and 

Afghanistan.   

Though most approaches to comba ng violent extremism have historically been military, preven ve ac on 

has become a more recent focus. The 2016 UN Plan of Ac on to Prevent Violent Extremism not only outlined 

security based measures against terrorism but also preven ve steps addressing factors that drove people to 

radicalize. These preventa ve measures emphasize the need for an quality educa on system that promotes “a 

culture of peace, tolerance, intercultural and interreligious dialogue that involve youth” and discourages “their 

par cipa on in acts of violence, terrorism, xenophobia, and all forms of discrimina on” (United Na ons 

Security Council).  

Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 

 Educa ng the populace that religious violent extremism is a false interpreta on of religion by encouraging 

religious leaders to speak out on the topic of extremism can lead to improved rela ons and understanding. 

Developing infrastructure for be er access to educa on, for larger groups of people and par cular emphasis 

on youth‐‐such as ins lling community projects and helping raise traits that support resilience‐‐are also 

effec ve solu ons that can assist in building a strong founda on for youth. Addressing the root economic 

causes of radicaliza on among younger popula ons is also essen al. Using technology to assist in spreading 

awareness of the wrongful deeds of violent extremist groups and in the preven on of radicaliza on can also 

have a large impact on the populace and their awareness. 
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Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 

Asia‐Pacific:  Most countries in this bloc have at least begun to work to cut off terrorist funding. Through 

collabora ve efforts such as the Asia‐Pacific Economic Coopera on, plans have been put in place 

and have begun to be implemented.  

African:  African countries struggle with this issue, as infrastructure difficul es, poli cal instability, and civil war 

afflict the region. Most African countries are receiving help from foreign powers and are ac vely 

comba ng terrorism. 

Eastern European:  Excluding Ukraine (and Belarus to a lesser extent), this block generally lacks violent 

extremism. Most counterterrorism efforts are inspired by what is done in Western Europe, 

though there are some who cri cize the efforts as not going far enough.  

La n American and Caribbean:  Although violent extremism in La n America does not approach the levels seen 

in the 1960s and 1970s, there are concerns that issues of criminality and 

corrup on leave this region vulnerable to extremism. Connec ons between 

La n American money laundering and interna onal terrorism exist. Some 

violent extremism is concentrated in Andean region of South America. Due to 

U.S. concern about the influence of ISIS/ISIL in the area, the U.S. has provided 

financial and ideological support where needed and has closely regulated the 

region. 

Western European and Others:  Western na ons are increasingly targets for interna onal terrorism. Most 

counterterrorism ac ons differ country to country based on the poli cal 

interests of their leaders. O en, developed na ons in this bloc possess vast 

economic resources and intelligence networks. The willingness of those 

na ons to deploy those resources o en vary.  

Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 

What areas have been most impacted by violent extremism and radicalism and why?  

What is the connec on between the aforemen oned places, and what might be a viable approach to 

combat violent extremism based off of that? 

Should there be a higher focus on preven ng violent extremism/radicalism or should there be a higher focus 

on countering it militarily? How much focus should there be on each and should this change over me? 

What historic ac ons have proven to be the most effec ve, and how might lessons learned through these 

ac ons be incorporated in the crea on of possible solu ons? 
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What is the stance of an unaffected territory compared to affected regions surrounding it. Is it liable to help 

or not? Why might the region choose to help? Why might it refrain? How might the region be encouraged 

to help? 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

Interna onal Sociology (accessed via Sage Publishing)—Report—Preven ng Violent Radicaliza on of Youth 

Through Dialogic Evidence‐Based Policies 

goo.gl/nFzZj3 (shortened URL from journals.sagepub.com) 

UNESCO—Ar cle—Preven ng Violent Extremism 

goo.gl/KQYCyW (shortened URL from www.unesco.org) 

Chemonics—Blog—4 Best Prac ces to Counter and Prevent Violent Extremism Through Governance 

goo.gl/BURiEZ (shortened URL from www.chemonics.com) 

Congressional Research Service—Ar cle—La n America: Terrorism Issues  

goo.gl/ eZ (shortened URL from fas.org) 

United Na ons Office of Counter Terrorism—Ar cle—Plan of Ac on to Prevent Violent Extremism  

goo.gl/mdEehd (shortened URL from www.un.org) 

United Na ons Security Council—Resolu on—Resolu on 2250 

goo.gl/MfYDh3 (shortened URL from www.unoy.org) 

Global‐Terrorism Index—Database—About Global Terrorism  

goo.gl/qhHkzE (shortened URL from www.economicsandpeace.org) 

US Department of State—Report—Country Reports: East Asia and Pacific  

goo.gl/39eCDE (shortened URL from www.state.gov)  

Poten al Search Terms—Counterterrorism Efforts in (insert country name), Effec ve Counterterrorism 

Strategies, History of Terrorism, Major Terrorist A acks and Their Impacts, 

Preven ng Radicaliza on 
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