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Section I—Introduction 

 UNESCO's mission is to contribute to the building of a culture of peace, the eradication of poverty, 

sustainable development and intercultural dialogue through education, the sciences, culture, communication 

and information.  One of the lasting achievements of UNESCO is the creation and preservation of a World 

Heritage Site list. World Heritage Sites are those sites which belong to all the peoples of the world, irrespective 

of the territory on which they are located.  

Section II—Background Information 

Cultural artifacts are a major component to a nation’s identity and extremely important to the global  

community. It is vital that they are kept secure and kept based on agreements between pertinent parties. In 

recent years, illicit trafficking, theft, and disagreements over the preservation of these artifacts at the expense 

of economic development have been an ongoing struggle. Priceless cultural treasures, such as the Buddhas of 

Bamiyan have been destroyed, and others traded illicitly to provide revenue for militant groups who have 

seized control of culturally significant sites. Preserving and recording artifacts is crucial and a major part of 

UNESCO.  

UNESCO has worked diligently to perform the previously stated tasks through establishing  the Memory of 

the World Register in 1997. It is a listing of all registered heritages, their global significance, and universal 

value. The UNSC also has adopted several resolutions to combat the trafficking of these artifacts, especially by 

terrorist groups, such as UNSC Resolutions 2253 and 2199. The 1995 UNIDROIT Convention was also another 

key piece in establishing steps to protect and preserve all artifacts. Efforts for the correct parties to own certain 

relics have also been made. This last effort being made through the UNFII to the view the perspective of 

ownership, or repatriation, on a whole spectrum with various groups and parties.  

Section III—Possible Solutions 

To combat theft, reconcile differences between parties, and provide proper preservation of artifacts, 

negotiations must be central to any form of a solution. To set up conferences and to have incentives for 

agreements is vital. Viewing all sides and their claims to relics plus the influence these artifacts would have 

remains vital. Furthermore, the sovereignty of these states will be a key consideration of these discussions. The 

establishment of facilities to prevent illicit trade and the proper use of already-existing ones is also important. 

States must also make sure that there is careful monitoring of cultural artifacts in their land. Tourists and 

excited visitors can often damage these artifacts, accidentally or on purpose. Nations need to keep in mind 

rules and conferences from the past are also necessary for establishing present guidelines.  
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Section IV—Bloc Positions 

Asia-Pacific:  Most nations in the Asia-Pacific region have an incredibly rich cultural history, but many nations 

also have a history of colonization and thus have lost much of their cultural heritage to their 

foreign colonizers. One of the most important events in the fight to repatriate cultural artifacts 

was after the Iraqi National Museum was looted. In response to this event UNESCO 

collaborated with nations and organizations around the globe in order to find and return Iraq’s 

national treasures to them. 

African:  Africa, like Asia, has had many early civilizations. Many of Egypt's cultural artifacts taken from 

architectural ruins reside presently in museums in many developed nations. Some artifacts have 

been returned to Egypt through various means however many important artifacts reside in 

museums such as the British Museum in London. 

Eastern European:  Eastern Europe especially Greece and the Russian Federation have a rich, ancient cultural 

history. Many of ancient Greek artifacts have over the many years been looted away by 

various civilizations. Very recently, in September 2018 the British Museum returned a 

marble engraved column from Attica to Greece.  

Latin American and the Caribbean: Latin America and the Caribbean were graced by the incredibly advanced 

ancient civilizations such as the Mayans and Incas. When the exploration 

of these areas was completed many clay antique figures were 

transported from areas in Peru and Mexico to museums primarily in the 

United States, but also in other countries such as the UK and Germany. 

Western European and Others:  Western European countries and other developed nations, including the 

United States of America, contain the majority of museums in the world. The 

majority of famous art that is created in these countries have remained in 

these nations and are heavily protected, they are regarded as National 

Treasures and reside in famous museums such as Louvre of France and the 

Prado in Spain. Many countries in this group also have indigenous artwork 

and architectural remnants, among them, are also, unsurprisingly, many 

highly-controversial pieces with people fighting for their ownership. 

Section V—Questions That Should Be Taken Into Consideration 

What is the best way to ensure that all parties involved with an exchange of valuable artifacts receive fair 

compensation? 

What methods could be used to convince a nation or private entity to return a group’s cultural heritage to 

them? 

What are some ways that your nation can contribute to the halt of the illicit trafficking of these relics?  
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Section VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

UNESCO—Database—Memory of the World Register  

goo.gl/BM59vs (shortened URL from www.unesco.org) 

UNESCO.org—Resolutions—Cultural Property 

goo.gl/qrQGN9 (shortened URL from www.unesco.org) 

Smithsonian Magazine—Article—Preserving the World’s Most Important Artifacts 

goo.gl/MgvwNF (shortened URL from www.smithsonianmag.com) 

Brown University—Research Report—Museums and Restorative Justice: Heritage, Repatriation and 

Cultural Education? 

goo.gl/VVj2kU (shortened URL from www.brown.edu) 

BBC—News Article—To return or not: Who should Own Indigenous Art? 

goo.gl/3KGxZy (shortened URL from www.bbc.com) 

UNESCO—Document—Other Cases of Return or Restitution of Cultural Objects 

goo.gl/cnTkfU  (shortened URL from www.unesco.org) 

Universal Institute for the Unification of Private Law—Document—1995 Convention 

goo.gl/QtZzQM (shortened URL from www.unidroit.org) 

UNESCO—Document—UNFII 

goo.gl/xyyWKt (shortened URL from www.unesco.org) 

Potential Search Terms—repatriation of cultural artifacts, indigenous culture, controversial artifacts, stolen 

artifacts, illicit trafficking of cultural property, restitution of cultural objects 
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