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Section I—Introduction 

 UNESCO's mission is to contribute to the building of a culture of peace, the eradication of poverty, 

sustainable development and intercultural dialogue through education, the sciences, culture, communication 

and information.  One of the lasting achievements of UNESCO is the creation and preservation of a World 

Heritage Site list. World Heritage Sites are those sites which belong to all the peoples of the world, irrespective 

of the territory on which they are located.  

Section II—Background Information 

Juvenile delinquents, any minors who commit crimes or delinquent acts, are increasing in number and 

advancing towards a more violent state of action in recent years. These legal violations are not exclusive to less 

developed countries only; they are present in more developing countries as well. This is a growing global 

phenomenon mainly centered around urban areas. Although the situation presents differently around the 

world, characteristics such as poverty, unemployment, lack of education, domestic influences, and even gang 

activities can be cited as causes for this rise in juvenile delinquency, as seen by the UN.  

Many countries have created juvenile justice systems for both this specific issue and other juvenile related 

issues. However, UNICEF estimates that as of 2016, more than a million children are incarcerated around the 

world. Many of these detained youths are being punished in excess of international law, or in violation of their 

human rights. Often, no consideration is given for the circumstances behind the youth’s legal transgression, if 

any, and they are placed in conditions inappropriate for their age or gender. UNESCO itself has recently 

responded with the World Congress on Justice for Children in May 2018 that discussed methods to reduce 

these offenses worldwide, in addition to other juvenile-related occurrences. The UN also created the World 

Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY) as a counter that focuses on fifteen specific issues relating to youth. 

Among them is juvenile delinquency, and they have taken actions such as the promotion of education and 

tolerance as well as requiring governments to enforce standards. 

The goal of UNESCO overall in this specific situation is the reduction of juvenile delinquency. The method 

includes not only effective education of the youth, but also the education of guardians for prevention efforts to 

be established. The rights and interests of these minors are a major component. Furthermore, decreasing 

juvenile delinquency will substantially reduce the crime rates that can lead to a safer non-criminogenic society. 

Section III—Possible Solutions 

With education being the main goal overall in the prevention of juvenile delinquency, it is vital to consider 

how to approach the problem. There are several aspects such as economics and recreational developments to 

consider. Economic programmes would need to be established in order to reach the areas that are seriously 

affected, most importantly poor, urban areas since individuals would need assistance and work opportunities. 

Education focusing on prevention at early ages would also disincentivize this type of behavior at a young age. 

Recreational programs are another alternative and addition to educating these youth. They introduce change 
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and positive behavior in a safe, reinforced setting. Altogether, education is the major drive yet there are steps 

and environmental changes that would have to be present in order for it to be properly established.  

Section IV—Bloc Positions 

Asia-Pacific:  As with all regions, the Asia-Pacific Bloc has been affected by urban population growth, especially 

after the financial crisis in this area during the 1990s. Gang-related activity is a major influence as 

juvenile delinquency is commonly linked with an ordeal called the “Golden Crescent”, a major 

illicit-narcotics operation. Migration in this region and unemployment also affect juvenile 

delinquency rates.  

African:  The African region is on the rise when it comes to juvenile delinquency; this is due to the fact of 

poverty’s presence and the extreme unemployment from rapid population growth. Orphans and 

ostracized children further play a role in this. Political instability and corruption play into the crisis 

within the region, causing an overall increase in crime.  

Eastern European:  With the dissolution of the Soviet Union, juvenile delinquency became a more prevalent 

issue. The breakdown of public education organizations resulted in increase in juvenile 

delinquency. Major unemployment, crumbling infrastructure, and overall low wages have 

made extra-legal activities a viable alternative for desperate youth.  

Latin American and Caribbean:  Within the Latin American and Caribbean region, juvenile delinquency is 

notably present due to homelessness, unemployment, and overall economic 

crises in the area.  Complex political situations and corruption play a role in 

causing juveniles to resort to petty crimes and other serious paths. Gangs and 

narcotics trafficking cartels contribute to the overall desperation of the 

situation. 

Western European and Others:  While the situation in this region might be more controlled compared to other 

blocs, it still faces challenges. Increased drug and alcohol usage has lead to a 

spike in young adults being labeled as juvenile delinquents. However,  financial 

struggles within families and individuals still remain the most prominent 

reason as to why this is still an issue. The number of crimes has been on a 

considerable rise in the region since the end of the 20th century.  

Section V—Questions That Should Be Taken Into Consideration 

What shape, form, or juvenile justice system is present in your country?   

 

What existing major organizations and programs have been implemented in your nation in response to 

juvenile delinquency? 

 

How might education be put on a general scale and implemented into a state to where it can have an 

actual impact?  
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What can be done to mitigate the factors that play into delinquent acts, such as economics and 

gang-influence, or unemployment? 

Section VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

UNESCO—Document—Juvenile Delinquency: A Problem for the Modern World 
goo.gl/JgVgvt (shortened URL from unesdoc.unesco.org) 
 
United Nations—Document—Fact Sheets on Youth 
goo.gl/MT9e7i (shortened URL from www.un.org) 
 
UNESCO—Document—World Congress on Justice For Children-Summit Details 
goo.gl/eq6Bc6 (shortened URL from en.unesco.org) 
 
United Nations Youth Envoy—Datasheet—#YouthStats: Juvenile Justice 
goo.gl/CbB7nM (shortened URL from www.un.org) 
 
United Nations—Document—World Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY)  
goo.gl/Kg3HUp (shortened URL from www.un.org) 
 
UN Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights—Resolution—UN Guidelines for the Prevention of 
Juvenile Delinquency 
goo.gl/d3uwDJ (shortened URL from www.ohchr.org) 
 
UN.org-Document-Juvenile Delinquency Overall 
goo.gl/EdSN5u  (shortened URL from www.un.org) 
 
Potential Search Terms—WPAY, juvenile justice systems, unemployment rates (within region), economic 

assistances, juvenile delinquency acts 
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