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Section I—Introduction 

     As the United Nations was created following the end of World War II, the Security Council was created as 

the only committee able to use veto power, employ peacekeepers, and enforce sanctions. This elite committee 

of fifteen, with five permanent and ten rotating members, was created to maintain international peace and 

security. During the Cold War, its power was questioned, but since then it has been active and engaged in 

various world issues, including the situations in Iraq, Syria, and the Central African Republic.  

Section II—Background Information 

     At the end of the Second World War, after the collapse of Japanese rule in much of Asia, China laid claim to 

much of the area known as the South China Sea. The following countries surround the sea’s border and could 

pose claims for jurisdiction there—Vietnam, China, the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Brunei. It was only 

around the 1970’s when the territorial issues began to arise. On the 11th of June, 1978, President Ferdinand 

Marcos of the Philippines declared the Northwest Cluster of the Spratly Islands to be Filipino territory. After 

that decree, many other nations have made competing and overlapping claims, especially China. The root of 

the dispute involves China claiming the entire sea, including the 200 mile zones of all the countries that border 

the South China Sea. They base their claim on “historical precedence” that dates back to the 15th Century. 

     The dispute grew much wider in scope when it was discovered that the South China Sea may contain 

approximately 28 billion barrels of oil and 900 trillion square feet of natural gas reserves, totaling about 1 

trillion dollars in natural resources. China is also eager to control the fishing traffic in the region. 12% of the 

global fish catch comes from the South China Sea, and China is the largest exporter of fish in the world. The sea 

is also an important trading zone, as approximately 50% of all international shipping goes through the South 

China Sea. To the countries that base their areas of control on the UN’s Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), China’s claims along with their 200 mile demarcation zones is a severe violation of their national 

sovereignty. However, China has refuted these claims, stating that it does not recognize the claims of other 

nations within the region and stands willing to defend their area. 

     The situation has only continued to escalate through the involvement of the Spratly, Paracel and the 

Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands. China began building and developing artificial islands and airbases on the Spratly and 

Paracel Islands; they also implemented a Defensive Aircall System over the Senkaku/Diaoyu Island chain. More 

recently, the Chinese navy evicted other nations from the Spratly Islands to solidify the claim to the South 

China Sea. Many incidents between the US Navy, Japanese Self Defense Navy, Vietnamese Navy, Chinese Navy, 

and Filipino Navy have only contributed to the escalation of the conflict, which came to a peak in 2016 when 

the Philippines formally brought China to court in the Hague to seek a legal opinion and arbitration to establish 

whether China’s claims were legitimate or not. The Arbitration Tribunal under the Annex VII of the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) ruled against China’s claims in the Philippines v. China, but 

clarified that it would not “...rule on any question of sovereignty over land territory and would not delimit any 
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maritime boundary between the Parties.” The dispute is still open, and has continued to remain quite a 

contentious issue between China, the United States, Japan, Vietnam, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Brunei. 

Section III—Possible Solutions 

     Though there has not been any action in the UN regarding the dispute in its entirety, in 2011 the nations of 

China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Brunei all agreed to a set of preliminary guidelines that can be 

used to resolve the issue diplomatically and peacefully. China and the ASEAN nations have agreed to the 2011 

Agreement as well, but thus far the issue has not been addressed fully. Talks to resolve the issue, however, 

have not shown much results. If acted upon, the talks can result in a comprehensive deal that would address 

the Spratly and Paracel Islands dispute as well as the Senkaku/Diaoyu Issue. Another possible solution is to 

convince China to dissolve its claims on the South China Sea, and use the UNCLOS to set up maritime 

boundaries with the other nations as well as rectify the Senkaku/Diaoyu Dispute through bilateral means 

between China and Japan.  

Section IV—Bloc Positions 

Asia-Pacific:  The bloc position is quite split since China is a major leader in the Asia-Pacific Bloc. Vietnam, 

Japan and the Philippines are all against China in the dispute, as these countries are mutual 

benefactors to the South China Sea. Cambodia and Myanmar side with China mainly on the 

issue since Cambodia disagrees with Vietnam and Laos is attempting to align itself further with 

China. However, ASEAN condemns China’s actions unilaterally as a group. 

African:  Most of the African Bloc supports China in the dispute, since China is their main trade partner and 

investor. Despite some African nations declaring their neutrality, like South Africa, most of Africa--

including Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, and Morocco--backs China. 

Eastern Europe:  Most of Eastern Europe is neutral, with a few countries that have aligned themselves with 

China such as Poland, Belarus, Slovenia, Hungary, and Serbia. Quite notably, Russian 

Federation also backs China in the dispute. 

Latin America and Caribbean:  All of Latin America and the Caribbean are neutral, but have made general 

statements on the dispute asking that all parties rectify the disputes with 

deliberation and diplomacy. Venezuela is a notable outlier, as Venezuela is a 

Chinese and Russian ally.  

Western European and Others: In Western Europe, the United Kingdom has openly declared support for 

the Philippines and its cohort. Other western European nations have 

supported the Philippines but made no formal declaration of alignment. 

The United States and Australia have pledged support for the Philippines, 

Japan, and Vietnam.  
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Section V—Questions That Should Be Taken Into Consideration 

How will the South China Sea be defended from further aggression from any nation that is a claimant? 

How will the Permanent 5 work together, knowing that the Permanent 5 have differing opinions and 

methodology regarding the conflict? 

What will the legal status be for the Chinese, Vietnamese, and Filipino bases located on the Spratly 

and Paracel Islands? 

How will any settlement be enforced? 

How will China’s historical claim be assessed and addressed? 

Section VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

Filipino Government─Presidential Decree─Presidential Decree No. 1596, s. 1978 

goo.gl/Pz4opL  (shortened URL from www.officialgazette.gov.ph) 

CNN─Article─China’s Reaction to US Navy Operation: We Have Missiles 

goo.gl/R7FBkh (shortened URL from www.cnn.com)  

Council on Foreign Relations─Article─South China Sea Tensions 

goo.gl/UV2uCQ (shortened URL from www.cfr.org)  

BBC─Article─Why is the South China Sea Contentious? 

goo.gl/HYovwu  (shortened URL from www.bbc.com) 

BBC─Article─How Uninhabited Islands Soured China-Japan Ties 

goo.gl/X7ixuf (shortened URL from www.bbc.com) 

International Policy Digest─Article─The Senkaku Islands Dispute 

goo.gl/2HB9sd  (shortened URL from www.intpolicydigest.org) 

The Brookings Institute─Report─Tides of Change: Taiwan’s Evolving Position in the South China Sea 

goo.gl/zjwvSE (shortened URL from www.brookings.edu)  

Possible Search Terms—South China Sea, Senkaku Dispute, Vietnamese fishing boats, 9-Dash Line, Spratly 
Islands, Paracel Islands, US Navy South China Sea, Chinese Navy South China Sea, 
Presidential Decree No. 1596  
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