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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 
     The World Health Organiza on (WHO), was founded on April 7, 1948, and headquartered in Geneva, 

Switzerland. Its primary concern is to monitor and respond to any health crises occurring around the globe, in 

addi on to researching be er methods to deal with common health concerns. The WHO website outlines its 

6 main areas of focus as health systems, promo ng health through the life‐course, non‐communicable 

diseases, communicable diseases, corporate services, and preparedness, surveillance and response.  

 

Sec on II—Topic Background 
 

          Infec ous diseases have ravaged humanity for countless millennia, and human beings have developed 

inocula ons and treatments in kind. With developments in vaccines, an microbial medica ons, and 

movements towards greater hygiene across society, people have been able to increase their longevity and 

quality of life as a result. The United States’ eradica on of polio and the global eradica on of smallpox in the 

20th century are major victories in the struggle against infec ous diseases, however modern emerging 

infec ous diseases are on the rise. According to the Centers for Disease Control which publishes an aptly 

named Journal of Emerging Infec ous Disease— 

“Infec ous diseases whose incidence in humans has increased in the past 2 decades or threatens to 

increase in the near future have been defined as "emerging." These diseases, which respect no na onal 

boundaries, include 

 New infec ons resul ng from changes or evolu on of exis ng organisms 

 Known infec ons spreading to new geographic areas or popula ons 

 Previously unrecognized infec ons appearing in areas undergoing ecologic transforma on 

 Old infec ons reemerging as a result of an microbial resistance in known agents or 

breakdowns in public health measures.” 

 

          New strains of recognized pathogens with new characteris cs can complicate interven on. Avian 

influenza, H5N1, recently emerged and proved difficult to act against at first with its high mortality rate, while 

the swine flu, H1N1, emergence in 2009 was characterized by the ease of transmission. With increasing 

interconnec vity and ease of interna onal travel, the growth of new and deadly diseases pose a grave threat 

to the interna onal community. Of par cular concern among developed na ons is the manifesta on of 

an bio c resistant infec ons, especially in places of utmost sanita on; hospitals and surgical centers are 

repor ng incidents of MRSA, CRE, VRE, and other so‐called “superbugs”.  

          The World Health Organiza on has taken many steps to mi gate the damage wrought by emerging 

infec ous diseases and to strengthen member na ons’ abili es to respond to such threats. Notably, the 2005 

set of binding laws, the Interna onal Health Regula ons, includes many provisions that relate to the 

preven on and limita on of the spread of EIDs. The IHR require na ons to improve the control of the spread of 

E/WH.5/4481 

11‐103924  



disease across key points of entry into na ons, such as airports and large border crossing points, and oblige 

na ons to develop their capaci es for rapid response, preven on of disease, communica on, and other such 

facul es. In direct interven on, the WHO has helped facilitate interna onal dialogue on EIDs, holding regional 

mee ngs to discuss IHR‐based improvements par cipa ng na ons can enact and directly working to improve 

health, such as in the coordina on of HIV treatment, care, and the preven on of mother‐to‐child transmissions 

and in the development of the Strategic Ac on Plan for Pandemic Influenza to combat the avian influenza 

pandemic. Through the Department of Epidemic and Pandemic Alert and Response and many other 

departments, the WHO have spread global awareness of the risks EIDs pose to global health and prosperity and 

worked to coordinate solu ons to the problems EIDs create. 

 

Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 

          While the evolu on of different pathogens cannot be stopped, the interna onal community can take 

many measures to control the outbreak of EIDs. One measure would be to create an Interna onal 

Immunological Research Task Force to sta on units in the capital of each member state to directly inves gate 

cases of anomalous diseases and direct containment measures and research into the cases. Another possibility 

would be to directly send trained medical personnel with experience with epidemic outbreaks to hospitals 

covering the affected popula on to oversee medical response, thus decreasing the likelihood of medical 

responders contrac ng disease. Strengthening rela onships between rural and urban popula ons to improve 

standards of hygiene and disease outbreak response could bear posi ve results as well. 

 

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc:  A lack of resources as well as poli cal instability have contributed to difficul es with EIDs 

in Africa. As a result, African na ons are the recipients of much global aid in order to 

effec vely fight emerging infec ous diseases, especially from Non‐Governmental 

Organiza ons (NGOs).  

Asian Bloc: Through mul na onal organiza ons such as the Associa on of Southeast Asian Na ons, 

Asia has taken a coopera ve approach to the preven on of emerging infec ous diseases, 

focusing on proac ve measures such as raising quality of life via improving access to 

healthcare and ensuring access to quality nutri on in addi on to developing regional 

systems for the containment of communicable disease and other responses. 

La n American Bloc: 210 million people in La n America live in poverty. A lack of economic opportunity 

and lacking sanita on infrastructure make EIDs a par cular concern for La n 

America. Factors such as environmental changes, mosquito behavior, and 

deforesta on cause many diseases to emerge.  

Middle Eastern Bloc:  Despite ongoing poli cal turmoil, Middle Eastern na ons effec vely cooperate 

amongst themselves for the improvement of surveillance mechanisms for the 

preven on of EIDs. Middle Eastern na ons emphasize the spread of infec ous 

disease data for the crea on of effec ve procedures to tackle epidemic situa ons. 
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Western Bloc: In many European countries, vaccines have assisted in the preven on of infec ous 

diseases. Systema c reviews have also been put forth on behalf of new migrants coming 

into many European countries. The European Centre for Disease Preven on and Control 

(ECDC), implements public health programs to raise awareness and influence individual 

and community decisions to reduce risks in disease. The prevalence and ubiquity of 

prescrip on drugs in these countries have led to the emergence of disease resistant 

strains of infec on such as MRSA, especially in hospitals. 

  

Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 
What are the necessary steps to prevent emerging infec ous diseases from occurring in the first place? 
 
What can non‐governmental organiza ons do to affect the situa on during an epidemic? 
 
What role can NGOs play a erwards for strengthening your state’s emergency response capabili es, 
infrastructures, and so on? 
 
How can common civilians be empowered to aid in the preven on of epidemics and in responses to 
epidemics? 

 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 
 
University Website—Baylor College of Medicine—Emerging Infec ons and Biodefense  
goo.gl/S4D8tm (URL shortened from www.bcm.edu) 
 
Fact Sheet—World Health Organiza on—HIV/AIDS  
goo.gl/cBQPS7 (URL shortened from www.who.int) 
 
Report—World Health Organiza on—WHO Ac vi es in Avian Influenza and Pandemic Influenza 
Preparedness  
goo.gl/A91bJ7 (URL shortened from www.who.int) 
 
Database—Centers for Disease Control—Emerging Infec ous Diseases archive  
www.cdc.gov/media/eid‐summaries.htm 
 
Possible Search Terms—Emerging Infec ous Diseases, an bio c resistance, superbugs  
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