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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 

 UN Women was founded by the UN General Assembly in July 2010 for the purpose of advoca ng 

female empowerment and establishing gender equality. UN Women labors on a socioeconomic and cultural 

scale, advancing the role of women through a mul faceted process. UN Women works with na ons to reform 

laws, eradicate harmful social norms, and build the economic status of women worldwide. UN Women is 

currently focused on establishing gender equality across the globe by 2030.     

 

Sec on II—Background Informa on 
 

          Female harassment in public spaces is a global phenomenon perpetuated within developed and lesser 

developed na ons alike. Urban areas are plagued with a mul tude of acts commi ed against women—from 

unwanted vocal harassment and other disparaging acts to rape. An acute sense of fear permeates public 

transporta on centers, businesses, and schools for many women. To combat against female harassment, 

ac vist groups have focused on educa on and female empowerment. For a more las ng solu on, however, 

urban planning and the construc on of safe spaces and safer ci es for women serve to eliminate the violence 

and disturbance that inhibits female well‐being. In 2010, UN Women championed the Safe Ci es and Safe 

Public Spaces global flagship ini a ve, working with several UN organs such as UN‐Habitat to restructure urban 

areas beleaguered by female harassment. The ini a ve partners with specific ci es such as Marrakech, 

Morocco and calls for the collec on of specific data, the implementa on of innova ve laws and policies, 

investment in infrastructure, and the transforma on of social norms.  

 

Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 

          Seeing as the crea on of safe spaces and ci es for women is a process that requires both data 

collec on and long‐term planning. In regards to the collec on and implementa on of data, ci es can conduct 

interac ve workshops in which local authori es and governments are educated on the effects of new policies 

through evalua ve studies. For instance, at an interac ve workshop, local governments could learn the effects 

of a certain method of interven on, such as the crea on of a female‐only transporta on system in areas where 

sexual harassment on public transport is rampant. With respect to urban planning, ci es could partner with 

their na ons’ Ministry of Housing, UN‐Habitat, along with other planning associates to restructure harassment 

hotspots. An example of this execu on is seen in Quito, Ecuador where trolley stops walls were replaced with 

transparent glass in order for all ac ons to be visible. Moreover, the crea on of space spaces could be 

expedited with the training of transporta on employees and authori es in how to recognize and intervene in 

situa ons of sexual harassment and violence.  
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Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc:  Kigali, Maputo, Marrakech, and Rabat are current ci es in the African bloc working with 

the ini a ve to create safe spaces for women. Na ons should focus on data, 

infrastructure, and educa on against gender‐based discrimina on. 

Asian Bloc:  Ci es currently partnering with the UN global ini a ve are Ho Chi Minh, New Delhi, Port 

Moresby, Quezon City, and Sakai. Na ons in the Asian bloc should consider methods to 

improving infrastructure and implemen ng training and educa on for officials to combat 

against gender‐based violence and harassment. 

La n American Bloc:  The La n American bloc currently possesses the largest amount of ini a ve 

par cipants including Bogota, Cuenca, Guatemala City, Medellin, Mexico City, 

Puebla, Quito, Santo Domingo, Tegucigalpa, Torreon, and Villavicencio. Like all 

blocs, the La n American bloc should focus on differing aspects of the Ini a ve 

such as data collec on, grassroots educa on, legisla on, and infrastructure. 

Middle Eastern Bloc:  The only city to partner with the UN Global Ini a ve is Cairo, Egypt. Although 

urban infrastructure plays a cri cal role in gender‐based violence and harassment 

in Middle Eastern ci es, laws and policies or lack thereof protec ng women from 

said acts play another impera ve role. Thus it is important for Middle Eastern 

na ons to consider the middle ground between the crea on of safe spaces and 

the upholding of current laws and cultural customs in prac ce. 

Western Bloc:  The Western Bloc harbors an adequate amount of ci es in par cipa on with the Safe 

Ci es and Spaces ini a ve such as Winnipeg, Brussels, New York City, and Dublin. 

Despite a technological advantage, Western na ons s ll face a drama c onslaught of 

sexual harassment in ci es. Thus, Western na ons should partner with municipal 

governments, urban planners, and NGO’s to implement technology that could prevent 

violence.  

 

Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 

What target areas should your na on focus on? 

What studies, if any, have been conducted on sexual harassment and violence in urban areas in your 
na on? 

How is your na on currently taking ac on in implemen ng the Safe Ci es Ini a ve? 

What innova ons can your na on implement to enhance the safety of your ci es? 

Is your na on willing to mend laws and policies regarding harassment and gender‐based violence? 
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Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 
 

Ar cle—UN Women—Ending Violence against Women: Crea ng Safe Public Spaces 
goo.gl/mVYBpk (shortened URL from www.unwomen.org) 
 
Ar cle—UN Women—In Ci es, Efforts to Make Public Spaces Safer for Women and Girls  
goo.gl/yWE7Gh (shortened URL from www.unwomen.org) 
 
Report—UN Popula on Fund—UNFPA Women and Girls Safe Spaces 
goo.gl/si3RUr (shortened URL from www.unfpa.org) 
 
Guidelines—ReliefWeb—Safe Spaces for Women and Girls (SSWG) Standardiza on and Technical 
Guidance—How to Set Up A SSWG In Prac ce, October 2017, Rohingya Crisis, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh 
goo.gl/LUqe2F (shortened URL from reliefweb.int). *See also downloadable guide on this site. 
 
Possible Search Terms— safe spaces, safe ci es, urban planning measures, UN‐Habitat, Safe Ci es and Safe 

Public Spaces global flagship ini a ve 
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