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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 

 UN Women was founded by the UN General Assembly in July 2010 for the purpose of advoca ng 

female empowerment and establishing gender equality. UN Women labors on a socioeconomic and cultural 

scale, advancing the role of women through a mul faceted process. UN Women works with na ons to reform 

laws, eradicate harmful social norms, and build the economic status of women worldwide. UN Women is 

currently focused on establishing gender equality across the globe by 2030.     

 

Sec on II—Background Informa on 
 

          In many countries, the status of a woman’s virginity before marriage plays a crucial role in both the 

honor of her family and validity of her marriage.  If the results, which are shown to the groom and his family, 

indicate that the woman is not a virgin, social repercussions will result for the woman and she will be shamed‐‐

both herself and her family. O en, these tests are culturally ingrained within a popula on, and follow groups 

wherever they se le; thusly, this issue is of a global concern for the UN Commission on the Status of Women. 

Their use may also fluctuate over me. According to Louise Vincent, a researcher at South Africa’s Rhodes 

University, virginity tests in South Africa had largely fallen by the wayside un l the AIDS epidemic. According to 

Vincent, the sugges on of an impending test may even serve as a deterrent against unwanted advances 

because of the risk of disease transmission. Regardless, the World Health Organiza on has declared in its’ 

handbook on the ma er‐‐ "there is no place for virginity (or `two‐finger') tes ng; it has no scien fic validity." 

Despite this, the virginity test is s ll used as a metric of measurement for women in a variety of contexts. The 

Human Rights Watch organiza on reports that the test is used for female applicants to the Indonesian police 

forces. In Afghanistan, women accused of “moral crimes” such as “running away” can be subjected to a 

virginity test. More o en than not, women in such situa ons are fleeing abusive rela onships and forced 

marriages. The con nued use of a virginity test, in spite of its lack of scien fic validity, is considered by most to 

be an absolute viola on of a woman’s rights. The eradica on of such a prac ce so deeply ingrained in cultures 

will be a difficult one. Coercion of women, by both men and women, family and community, into partaking in a 

physically intrusive test with no scien fic validity is common. The line between collec ve culture and the rights 

of the individual is a tricky one, requiring innova ve solu ons. 
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Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 

          In many countries, virginity tests are part of the na on’s culture, thus calling for the reforma on of 

tradi ons and deep‐rooted values. The complete banishment of virginity tests would likely result in heavy 

opposi on from the tradi onal popula on. Solu ons should focus on educa ng na ons on the inaccuracy of 

such tests and providing alterna ve ways to prove a bride’s faithfulness with consent. Some possible solu ons 

could be to inform people of the abuses and violence against women that stem from virginity tests. Moreover, 

na ons should focus on the occurrence of unsanitary virginity tests that take place within rural areas, and how 

to create safety measures for cultural prac ces.  
 

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc:  In South African countries, women are required to take virginity tests in order to promote 

disease preven on in light of health concerns such as AIDS/HIV. Therefore, solu ons 

proposed for these countries should include more effec ve alterna ves to address these 

health concerns in addi on to the eradica on of the virginity tests. 

Asian Bloc:  In countries such as China, people have shi ed away from their tradi onal views and now 

believe that a woman’s sexual history is of no importance despite the remaining cultural 

emphasis on a woman’s purity. However, na ons such as Indonesia s ll conduct harmful 

tests. 

La n American Bloc:  Women in Brazil are required pass a virginity test in order to apply for certain 

jobs. Other La n American na ons oppose virginity tests, but ac on should be 

focused towards rural areas where there is li le educa on about the harmful 

nature of purity tests. 

Middle Eastern Bloc:  If a women fails the virginity test before marriage, the marriage will not take 

place. The bride would be severely punished and must confess who she was in a 

rela onship with. They will either be forced to marry or the family of the bride 

will sue him. When crea ng solu ons, take into considera on religious and 

cultural standards within the region. 

Western Bloc:  Such countries consist of a large non‐tradi onal popula on who advocates for the 

eradica on of virginity tes ng. Western Bloc countries receiving dislocated popula ons 

as a result of poli cal instability will be par cularly interested in addressing this issue.  
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Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 

Why does your country support or oppose virginity tests? 

How would the people react to the banning of virginity tests or to their con nuance? 

How your country’s response on virginity tes ng effect the customs and beliefs that are valued in your 
country? 

What is an efficient response for countries who promote virginity tes ng only because of health 
concerns? 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 
 

Ar cle—Human Rights Watch—Indonesia: No End to Abusive 'Virginity Tests' 
goo.gl/vMh4CT (shortened URL from www.hrw.org) 
 
Ar cle—La n Times—Brazilian Women Subjected To 'Virginity Tests' In Order To Get Coveted Government Job 
goo.gl/bez B  (shortened URL from www.la n mes.com) 
 
Ar cle—Human Rights Watch—UN: WHO Condemns 'Virginity Tests' 
goo.gl/b6QnEL (shortened URL from www.hrw.org) 
 
Ar cle—The Advocates for Human Rights—Virginity Tests 
goo.gl/q6PyM1 (shortened URL from www.stopvaw.org) 
 
Possible search terms— virginity tests, cultures that promote virginity tests, WHO ac on on virginity tests, 

alterna ve disease tes ng 
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