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     The Secretary‐General has the honour to transmit to the 
members of the United Na ons Office on Drugs and Crime the 
topic synopsis en tled “Protec ng Cultural Monuments in the 
Middle East” 
(UNODC/SYN/IIE/01.3). 
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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 

 The United Na ons Office on Drugs and is a branch within the United Na ons dedicated to figh ng 

against illicit drugs and interna onal crime. Since its establishment in 1997, it has worked to improve 

technology across the field to be er counteract illicit drugs, crime, and terrorism, while also working with 

member states to implement interna onal trea es through legisla on comba ng drugs and crime.  

 

Sec on II—Topic Background 

 
          The destruc on of cultural monuments is a global phenomenon across all ages of history. From the 

destruc on of several of the “Seven Wonders of the World” such as the Temple of Artemis, to the loss of a 

thousand years of Ireland’s public records in the 1922 Irish Civil War, the world’s historical record suffers in 

mes of war and unrest. For the United Na ons, Protec on of cultural monuments dates back all the way to 

the Geneva Conven ons. However, in recent years, the topic of protec ng cultural monuments has surfaced 

more and more o en with the instances of terrorist groups such as ISIS defacing, destroying, and selling on the 

black market cultural monuments in the Middle East. Despite that destroying cultural monuments is 

considered a war crime, it has been reported that ISIS militants have been destroying monuments since 2010. 

In areas of poli cal unrest, the raiding of museums and other collec ons of cultural heritage objects to be sold 

to black market private collectors is common. 

          Under defini ons from UNESCO, Cultural Monuments can fall under two classifica ons: Immovable 

Cultural Monuments and Movable Cultural Monuments. Examples of Immovable Objects include buildings, 

archeological sites, grave sites, and memorial sites. Archeological finds, artworks, elements of immovable 

objects, and historical relics are just a few examples of Movable Objects. The UNODC has taken many steps 

towards elimina ng this issue by adop ng solu ons designed to halt the transporta on and destruc on of 

cultural monuments. Examples of a resolu ons that implement these policies are Resolu on 69/196, 

Resolu on 68/180, and Resolu on 68/186. A viable solu on for this issue is urgently needed because of major, 

irreplaceable cultural sites in danger. 

 

Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 

          There are many facets of this problem that must be addressed to fully solve this issue. Countries must 

take into considera on the issues of destroying monuments, trafficking monuments, and prosecu ng criminals 

who partake in this crime. Countries must ensure that their solu ons do not overlap with previous resolu ons 

passed by the United Na ons. An example solu on would address the criminals by pu ng them before an 

interna onal court instead of a country's court and place the protec on of cultural monuments under the 

NGO, Interna onal Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS). Resolu ons must be robust and address all the 

facets of this issue.  
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Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc:  African heritage sites are endangered by poli cal and religious unrest, especially in 
North Africa. O en, corrup on and an inability to properly legally address the 
destruc on or trafficking of cultural heritage has plagued the African Bloc.  

Asian Bloc:  Na ons of the Asian Bloc are ac vely involved in the preserva on of cultural heritage 
sites. In late 2017, UNESCO and ASEAN, the Associa on of Southeast Asian Na ons met 
for the expressed purpose of protec ng underwater heritage sites.  

La n America Bloc:  La n America has, in its history, lost countless, priceless relics to conquest. What 
remains is essen al to understanding the indigenous cultures there. A 2014 
Mee ng of the United Na ons World Tourism Organiza on in the Dominican 
Republic suggested tourism as a means of promo ng and protec ng cultural 
heritage sites in La n America.  

Middle Eastern Bloc:  Poli cal unrest and religious strife have endangered numerous sites of great 
cultural and religious heritage in the Middle East. There is an urgency to 
addressing the needs of the Middle Eastern Bloc on this topic. 

Western Bloc:  The 20th century was a par cularly devasta ng me for the destruc on of cultural 
monuments in the European por on of the Western Bloc. Incidents of cultural 
destruc on are not unknown in the modern era, including a series of church arsons in 
Norway in the early 1990s by members of the Black Metal music genre.  

Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 

What role should museums play in protec ng cultural monuments? 

Are museums obligated to return cultural heritage?  
(the controversy over the Parthenon Marbles between Britain and Greece, for example) 

What role should NGOs play in the protec on of cultural monuments? 

To what extent should criminals be punished who violate laws surrounding the destruc on or 
trafficking cultural monuments? 

How should individual countries address the issue of protec ng cultural monuments? 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

Cultural Heritage Laws—UNESCO—The Republic of Latvia Law “On Cultural Monuments Protec on” 

goo.gl/uVWUah (shortened URL from www.unodc.org) 

Ar cle—UNODC—UNODC Chief Welcomes Landmark Resolu on on Protec ng Cultural Heritage from 

Terrorist Groups, and During Armed Conflicts 

goo.gl/4KYWsd (shortened URL from www.unodc.org) 
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Resolu on—United Na ons—Interna onal Guidelines for Crime Preven on and Criminal Jus ce Responses 

with Respect to Trafficking in Cultural Property and Other Related Offences  

goo.gl/bh8df1 (shortened URL from www.un.org)  

Ar cle—Artworld—A Monumental Loss: Here Are the Most Significant Cultural Heritage Sites That ISIS Has 

Destroyed to Date 

goo.gl/yHFCJM (shortened URL from news.artnet.com) 

Map (Interac ve)—An qui es Coali on—Culture Under Threat 

goo.gl/1cerxY (shortened URL from www.thean qui escoali on.org) 

Possible Search Terms— Cultural monuments, ISIS cultural destruc on, Middle Eastern cultural heritage 

site, endangered UNESCO world heritage sites in the Middle East 
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