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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 
          UNICEF, or the United Na ons Children’s Fund, is an organ of the United Na ons whose focus is to 
assist children and mothers within developing na ons as well as offer humanitarian aid for those suffering 
individuals. On December 11, 1946 UNICEF was created in order to offer aid for children who had been 
devastated by WWII. In its wake, UNICEF, who relies on contribu ons from governments and private donors, 
worked to combat infec ous disease outbreaks as well as quo dian lack of necessi es with developing na ons.  
 

Sec on II—Topic Background 
 

          Immuniza on is one of humanity’s most innova ve and successful achievements in reducing mortality. 

The 1940s was a turning point in vaccina on history; the spread of communica ve diseases, now vaccinated 

against, previously resulted in high mortality rates or major limita ons to childhood development. In the 

decades that followed the 1940s, however, research and discoveries on smallpox, diphtheria, polio, MMR, and 

several other vaccines reduced millions of deaths to mere thousands. In some cases, such as smallpox, the 

vaccine completely eradicated the disease. 

          Conversely, thousands of deaths con nue to plague undeveloped na ons that lack resources and funds 

to inoculate their populace. According to the World Health Organiza on (WHO), infec ous diseases (including 

pneumonia, tetanus and diarrhea) cause 36% of neonatal deaths worldwide, despite vaccines exis ng. UNICEF 

addressed this issue by taking ac on alongside WHO and the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda on to develop The 

Global Vaccina on Plan (GVAP). GVAP is a roadmap to achieve more equitable access to vaccines by 2020. To 

date, progress towards the GVAP targets is off track. 19.5 million children fail to receive vaccina ons annually, 

roughly 86% of worldwide infants. 

          At the heart of this issue lies ethical and financial controversy. Ques ons exist over appropriate ages to 

vaccinate children and the s gma of immuniza on directly resul ng in illness. As such, it becomes difficult for 

UNICEF to successfully offer humanitarian support to rural areas and children within developing countries. 

Even in the most developed na ons, the rising fear of vaccina on causing disease hinders the progress of 

GVAP. In addi on, pharmaceu cal prices for immuniza on rise annually whilst the GDPs of poverty‐stricken 

na ons remain sta c. In many cases, parents simply cannot afford to vaccinate their children when their lives 

revolve around subsistence farming. Malnutri on, combined with unsanitary or crowded condi ons, makes 

children extremely vulnerable to disease. Consequently, UNICEF aims not only for global immuniza on through 

the GVAP plan, but also to combat poverty and unsustainable development, two elements that directly 

influence the absence of global childhood vaccina on.  
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Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 
          Successful immuniza on requires several vaccines throughout a child’s development cycle. If a child 

misses a single major vaccine, their life is put at risk. This issue is prevalent in areas where medical records are 

absent, destroyed through conflict, and so on. Possible solu ons consist of establishing interna onal standards 

for monitoring immuniza on progress of infants in countries, improving government oversight and 

accountability. Local health centers and improved infrastructure could also be constructed as a founda on for 

medical support. Furthermore, UNICEF can administer campaigns to raise awareness against false an ‐

vaccina on sen ment and promote immuniza on. Lastly, while economic challenges increase and will likely 

persist, the introduc on of new vaccines presents an opportunity to strengthen immuniza on systems.  These 

possible solu ons are just a star ng points.  Crea ve solu ons are encouraged and necessary to maneuver 

around the obstacles preven ng children around the world from receiving life‐saving immuniza ons.  

 

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc:  African na ons strive to reach their targets for the GVAP plan; however, many factors 

prevent this, such as insufficient public awareness and inadequate human resources. 

Countries in Africa fail to complete their goals as a whole, vaccina ng less than half of 

their goal of 90% of Africa.  

Asian Bloc:  The majority of children desperately requiring vaccina on are located in Asia, due to their 

loca on in remote areas that are difficult to reach. Donors have alleviated infant mortality 

rates to an extent, providing vaccines to reduce disease transmission. But unfortunately, 

despite several immuniza on strategies, many Southeast Asian countries fail to reach the 

children in provincial regions.  

La n American Bloc:  Considered as a whole, La n America successfully reached the goal of vaccina ng 

90% of their children.  In contrast with the problem several years ago, their 

coverage for vaccina ons has significantly improved. Seven countries in the 

region are however, unable to reach these goals and successes. Economic and 

poli cal challenges con nue to rise, causing difficulty for vaccina on awareness 

and health care to take effect in the area.  

Middle Eastern Bloc:  Rou ne immuniza ons have been administered in wealthier regions, protec ng 

children from diseases. Though tremendous efforts and progress have been 

made, a mul tude of regions con nue to unsuccessfully meet immuniza on 

standards due to isola onism, foreign conflict, or other outside forces.  

Western Bloc:  Rou ne child vaccina on protocols have been put in place in almost all western 

na ons. The Western bloc makes a great effort to reach the goal of vaccina ng more 

than 90% of their children. Thanks to sufficient vaccina on against influenza, TB, MMR, 

and other diseases, child mortality rates have dropped in the Western region with 

more easily accessible healthcare. 
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Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 

Does your country face difficul es in immuniza on implementa on such as a lack of funds or 

inadequate infrastructure? 

 

Does your country offer medical support towards individuals living in isolated or rural  communi es? 

 

How does your country priori ze immuniza on of ci zens? Is vaccina on mandatory or ac vely urged 

by the government? 

 

How do you plan to address the ethical ques ons against vaccina on and an ‐immuniza on 

sen ment? Consider the mo va on behind families skep c of vaccina ng their children. 

 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources  
 

Fact Sheet—World Health Organiza on—Immuniza on Coverage 

goo.gl/ZfpBKy (shortened URL from www.who.int) 

 

Index—Centers for Disease Control and Preven on (CDC)—History of Vaccine Safety 

goo.gl/BTZyhj (shortened URL from www.cdc.gov)  

 

Brochure—World Health Organiza on—Global Vaccina on Ac on Plan  

goo.gl/RMz6Mp (shortened URL from www.unicef.org) 

 

Informa on Pamphlet—NYU School of Medicine—Ethics of Vaccina on 

goo.gl/EZkKS8 (shortened URL from med.nyu.edu) 

 

Bulle n—World Health Organiza on—  

Childhood vaccina on in Africa and Asia: the Effects of Parents’ Knowledge and A tudes 

goo.gl/UdiS2D (shortened URL from www.who.int) 

 

Brochure—World Health Organiza on—Protec ng People from Vaccine Preventable Diseases  

goo.gl/xEzN3h (shortened URL from www.searo.who.int) 

 

Possible search terms—GVAP, global vaccina on, barriers to immuniza on, disease eradica on through 

vaccina on, inocula on 
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