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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 
          UNICEF, or the United Na ons Children’s Fund, is an organ of the United Na ons whose focus is to 

assist children and mothers within developing na ons as well as offer humanitarian aid for those suffering 

individuals. On December 11, 1946 UNICEF was created in order to offer aid for children who had been 

devastated by WWII. In its wake, UNICEF, who relies on contribu ons from governments and private donors, 

worked to combat infec ous disease outbreaks as well as quo dian lack of necessi es with developing na ons.  

 

Sec on II—Topic Background 

 
          According to the United Na ons, 62.4% of global hunger exists in the Asia‐Pacific region, with more 

than 70% of all malnourished children concentrated in the region. According to the World Health Organiza on, 

hunger involves two criteria: food insecurity and micronutrient insufficiencies (a lack of vital minerals and 

vitamins). The Subcon nent of Asia, including India and Bangladesh, experiences the highest rate of childhood 

malnutri on, with East Asia countries following closely in numbers.  

          To combat the crisis, UNICEF partnered alongside the World Food Program (WFP) and World Health 

Organiza on (WHO) to form the Zero Hunger Challenge. The challenge, issued in 2012, follows a set of core 

principles grounded in the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and United Na ons Charter. It aims to 

end rural poverty and double incomes of small‐scale producers, as studies show economic growth directly 

correlates to declining hunger rates. Furthermore, the challenge intends to minimize food loss during 

produc on, transporta on, and waste by retailers and consumers. Already, UNICEF mandates nutri onal 

guides and awareness programs as part of its global educa on ini a ve, in hopes of empowering consumers 

and producers to form healthy, environmental‐friendly choices. Lastly, the challenge ensures equitable access 

to food security, while recognizing the necessity of ending malnutri on in all its forms such as obesity. Access 

to food must provide adequate nutri onal value and promote sustainable agriculture. 

          Unfortunately, the challenge’s goals meet with considerable obstacles in the Asia‐Pacific region. 

Childhood hunger con nues to occur despite UNICEF’s aid and the number of malnourished children in the 

region halving from 1990 to 2015. In many countries, progress has stagnated in the last decade as a result of 

poor economic growth, soaring rice prices and lower development in agricultural produc vity. The reasons are 

many, but prominent poten al factors include Asia's high popula on density, pollu on, and urbaniza on. 

Furthermore, land scarcity and loss of arability has become a consequence of globaliza on as wealthier na ons 

outsource manufactured products. The interna onal economy places Asia‐Pacific countries in a posi on of 

reliance and unsustainability, effec vely limi ng their economies to the primary and secondary sectors, which 

hinder agricultural and financial growth. Thus, UNICEF acknowledges the direct correla on between ending 

childhood hunger and improving the sustainable economy of Asia‐Pacific countries. The commi ee makes 

direct efforts by suppor ng nutri on awareness, water and sanita on, food security, and equitable educa on. 

These ac ons form a founda on for allevia ng the issue, but more concerted and expanded efforts are 

required in order to fully eliminate childhood hunger.  
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Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 
          Currently, several na ons in the Asia‐Pacific hold the capacity for sustainable food equity, but fail to 

u lize their natural resources. One possible solu on involves providing educa on on agricultural technology 

and efficiency to minimize food loss during produc on, transport, and consump on. Another solu on calls for 

a redirec on of funds from the agricultural sector to the manufacturing and service sectors of the economy, 

ensuring financial growth. Economic improvement directly correlates with lowered malnutri on rates and food 

security. Furthermore, UNICEF can spread awareness campaigns in developed na ons to bring a more 

concerted and interna onal effort to addressing childhood hunger in the Asia‐Pacific.   

 

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc:  The African Bloc has always been at the forefront of child hunger due to poli cal 

instability, economic difficul es, and poor sanita on in the region. Many children and 

adults alike live on a small frac on of the recommended daily intake. Consequently, 

famine and deser fica on preoccupy the region and limit its capacity to offer aid to the 

Asia‐Pacific. 

Asian Bloc:  Approximately 70% of the world’s malnourished children reside in the Asian con nent. Due 

to the size of the region, people living in areas distant from ci es lack fundamental 

resources; the inadequate sanita on infrastructure and improper hygiene compounds the 

issue. Although governments a empt to ease the situa on, overall uneven economic 

progress makes the issue of food security difficult to combat. 

La n American Bloc:  La n America has the capacity to achieve food equity, but the poorest of its 

inhabitants con nue to lack access to proper nutri on. Conversely, the region has 

shown significant improvement in its social condi ons in recent years, with a 60% 

decrease in its malnourished popula on. However, a stagna ng economy prevents 

the area from offering significant aid to other na ons. 

Middle Eastern Bloc:  Poli cal and social unrest in the Middle East make addressing malnourishment a 

difficulty. Children face not only malnourishment, but also displacement from 

their homes and child labor—two elements contribu ng to hunger.  

Western Bloc:  Although Western countries typically have robust economies and poli cal stability, the 

issues of child hunger and food insecurity persist. Government efforts and civic services 

have generally improved condi ons and alleviate hunger over the last two decades; 

however, malnutri on rates con nue to rise. Since internal hunger issues are not the 

region’s main concern, the Western Bloc offers the most significant aid in finance and 

food dona ons. 
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Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 

To what extent does your country offer food contribu ons domes cally and interna onally? 

 

Does your country’s economic progress and agricultural technology reflect malnutri on numbers?  

 

Consider your country’s physiological density and arithme c density. What correla on exists between 

the two numbers and hunger rates? 

 

In the future, what ac ons will your country take to address childhood hunger and malnutri on? 

 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 
 

Ar cle—World Health Organiza on—What is Malnutri on? 

goo.gl/75JQsd (shortened URL from www.who.int) 

 

Brochure—United Na ons—Pathways to Zero Hunger 

goo.gl/RwPj4z (shortened URL from www.un.org) 

 

Ar cle—United Na ons—Sustainable Development Goals 

goo.gl/WpR1r7 (shortened URL from www.un.org) 

 

Fact Sheet—Hunger Notes—Asia Hunger Facts 

goo.gl/zn1TBb (shortened URL from www.worldhunger.org) 

 

Brochure—United Na ons Interna onal Children’s Emergency Fund—Improving Nutri on Security in Asia 

goo.gl/k1eN4d (shortened URL from www.unicef.org) 

 

Report—United Na ons Interna onal Children’s Emergency Fund— 

Preven on and Treatment of Severe Malnutri on in East Asia and the Pacific 

goo.gl/qo4VXu (shortened URL from www.unicef.org) 

  

Possible search terms—global hunger, world hunger, malnutri on, zero hunger, sustainable development 
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