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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 

          The United Na ons High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is mandated by the United Na ons to 

lead and coordinate interna onal ac on for the world‐wide protec on of refugees and the resolu on of 

refugee problems. 

          UNHCR's primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well‐being of refugees. UNHCR strives to 

ensure that everyone can exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe refuge in another state, or to return 

home voluntarily. By assis ng refugees to return to their own country or to se le in another country, UNHCR 

also seeks las ng solu ons to their plight. 

 

Sec on II—Background Informa on 
 

          The Rohingya are an ethnic minority based in the Rakhine state of Myanmar. The Rohingya arrived in 

Myanmar in the fi eenth century, fleeing persecu on and se ling in the former Arakan Kingdom, now known 

as the Rakhine State in Myanmar.  In the nineteenth and early twen eth centuries, another migra on of 

Rohingya to the Rakhine State occurred, spurred by the demands of Bri sh Colonial rule.  Many Rohingya came 

from the area that is now Bangladesh and India. A er gaining independence from Britain, the Myanmar 

government considered the Rohingya migra on to be illegal, denying the existence of the Rohingya as a 

dis nct ethnic group and discredi ng their ethnic history.  Being a predominantly Buddhist country, Myanmar 

has refused to acknowledge the Rohingya Muslims as ci zens since 1982, instead categorizing them as 

“stateless en es”.   Facing religious persecu on, the Rohingya are fleeing from cruel and violent atroci es 

conducted by the Burmese government. Amnesty Interna onal has stated that the Myanmar military has 

raped and abused Rohingya women and girls. Several neighboring countries have opened their doors to accept 

these refugees, most notably Bangladesh. Some 626,000 refugees have made their way to Bangladesh, in 

hopes of being accepted. However, the refugees s ll face risks of death and starva on, as well as the 

impediment of lacking significant educa on due to limited opportunity and crisis.  

          The United Na ons has involved itself in mul ple efforts to aid these refugees. The UNHCR is currently 

providing a sustainable source of cooking fuel in the form of compressed rice husks to fulfill basic needs of 

every Rohingya refugee family. They have also been providing emergency relief packs to help the assimila on 

of refugees at the Bangladeshi refugee camps. In August of 2017, the forma on of the Advisory Commission on 

Rakhine State, chaired by Kofi Annan, submi ed its final report. The Government of Myanmar had commi ed 

itself to implemen ng the Commission’s recommenda ons and addressing the underlying causes of the 

situa on in Rakhine State. And in November 2017, the General Assembly voted on a resolu on detailing 

human right viola ons commi ed by the Government of Myanmar and its affiliates. The Assembly called for 

Myanmar to end ongoing military opera ons that were the cause of the plethora of human rights viola ons 

and abuse of ethnic communi es, including the Rohingya people, and to hold all perpetrators accountable; 

allow full and unhindered access for the delivery of humanitarian assistance; ensure the voluntary and safe 
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return of all internally displaced persons and refugees; grant full, unrestricted and unmonitored access for the 

Human Rights Council fact‐finding mission; and grant full ci zenship rights, in keeping with transparent due 

process, to Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine State, including reviewing the 1982 Ci zenship Law.  It also requested 

that the Secretary‐General appoint a special envoy on Myanmar and offer assistance to that country’s 

Government. The resolu on passed with a recorded vote of 122 to 10, with 24 absten ons.  

 

Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 

          As individual na ons and especially as members of the United Na ons, it is your duty to ensure the 

protec on of those who are being denied the basic rights promised by the Universal Declara on of Human 

Rights.  

          One possible solu on could focus on crea ng a systema c process of delega ng Middle Eastern 

refugees to host na ons in propor on with their limited resources, so as to prevent any one na on from being 

overwhelmed. However, this raises the issue of providing safe and accessible transport for refugees from war 

torn states in the Middle East to farther off host na ons. Delegates should also expect to discuss how to deal 

with the large influx of refugees seeking asylum in neighboring countries such as Bangladesh and India. All 

possible solu ons should hold refugee safety of paramount importance, with most migrants facing mul ple 

barriers while fleeing, including dangerous and war‐torn areas,  unfavorable weather condi ons, and lack of 

proper shelter/resources.  

 

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc:  While not directly impacted by the refugee crisis, several African countries have 

been in situa ons paralleling this one. When vo ng on the General Assembly proposed resolu on 

regarding the situa on of human rights in Myanmar, Zimbabwe was the only African country to 

vote against the resolu on, with Ethiopia, Kenya, Namibia, South Africa, Suriname, Togo and the 

United Republic of Tanzania abstaining. 

Asian Bloc:  The conflict originates in Myanmar, a South Asian country. Its neighboring countries 

have been involved in accep ng those fleeing Myanmar, However, some countries such as India 

have shown some trepida on in terms of taking a stance on the Rohingya refugee crisis.  

La n American Bloc:  Mul ple La n American countries have expressed their displeasure 

regarding the harsh treatment of the Rohingya in Myanmar. The Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) were part of 24 countries that abstained.  

Middle Eastern Bloc:  Various Middle Eastern countries have denounced Myanmar for their harsh 

treatment and religious persecu on of the Rohingya. Every Middle Eastern country, with the 

excep on of the Syrian Arab Republic, voted in favor of the resolu on.  
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Western Bloc:  Western countries have condemned the Government of Myanmar for their 

persecu on of the Rohingya. The European Union was the co‐host of a ministerial‐level pledging 

conference held in Geneva on October 23 2017 in an opportunity for Governments to show their 

solidarity and share the burden and responsibility. 

Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 

How can this widespread persecu on be stopped? 

 

What is your country’s stance on accep ng Rohingya refugees?   

(Are they already involved in providing the refugees asylum?) 

 

How can the safety of those internally displaced within Myanmar, fearing mass persecu on, be 

ensured? 

 

Is there any way to ensure that those seeking asylum are protected and given access to enough 

resources? 

 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 
 

Ar cle —BBC News—Myanmar Rohingya: What You Need to Know About the Crisis 

goo.gl/fctDC2 (shortened URL from www.bbc.com) 

 

Ar cle—Al‐Jazeera—Myanmar: Who are the Rohingya? 

goo.gl/5umXme (shortened URL from www.aljazeera.com) 

 

Ar cle—United Na ons—  

Rohingya crisis: UN Agencies Focus on Improving Access as Overcrowded Camps Hamper Response 

goo.gl/wDbUoG (shortened URL from www.un.org) 

 

Document—General Assembly—Report of the Third Commi ee (The aforemen oned Resolu on) 

goo.gl/vj4zHG (shortened URL from undocs.org) 

 

Possible search terms—Rohingya refugee crisis, refugee assistance in Myanmar, internally displaced people 

in Myanmar, refugee safe havens in Asia, refugee migra on routes Myanmar  
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