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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 

          The United Na ons High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is mandated by the United Na ons to 

lead and coordinate interna onal ac on for the world‐wide protec on of refugees and the resolu on of 

refugee problems. 

          UNHCR's primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well‐being of refugees. UNHCR strives to 

ensure that everyone can exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe refuge in another state, or to return 

home voluntarily. By assis ng refugees to return to their own country or to se le in another country, UNHCR 

also seeks las ng solu ons to their plight. 

 

Sec on II—Background Informa on 
 

          Social and poli cal conflict in Syria have been major factors of Middle Eastern migra on to the 

European Union. The overwhelming numbers of migrants and refugees seeking shelter in the EU are 

compounded by crises such as the ongoing violence in Afghanistan and Iraq, the poli cal abuses in Eritrea, and 

poverty suffered in Kosovo. 

          The number of immigrants has risen up to 1,321,560 people that are claimed by the EU according to 

Eurostat (2015). Also, the Interna onal Organiza on for Migra on reported that in 2015 just 35,000 people of 

the million reported by Eurostat migrated through land. According to the IOM, more than 3,770 migrants were 

reported to have died trying to cross the Mediterranean in the same year. 

          Despite the surge of immigrants moving from their na ve country in search of opportuni es in the EU, 

these European countries are s ll working to make this process more effec ve and beneficial to both par es 

involved. 

          But there is a tough journey to accomplish this goal; while the United Kingdom received 60 applicants 

per 100,000, Hungary is receiving almost 1,800. So, dispropor onate amounts of applicants are going to 

specific loca ons and there is no organiza on in this phenomenon. 

          The UNHCR developed three different, durable solu ons: 

          Voluntary repatria on, in which refugees can return in condi ons of safety and dignity to their country 

of origin; local integra on, in which the country of asylum offers residence; and rese lement, in which 

refugees are transferred from the country of asylum to a third State that is willing to admit them permanently. 

          Also, the commi ee proposed The 10 Point Plan in Ac on as an a empt of resolving the crisis: 

1. Coopera on Among Key Partners 

2. Data Collec on and Analysis 

3. Protec on‐Sensi ve Entry Systems 

4. Recep on Arrangements 

5. Mechanisms for Profiling and Referral 

6. Differen ated Processes and Procedures 
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7. Solu ons for Refugees 

8. Addressing Secondary Movements 

9. Return Arrangements for Non‐refugees and Alterna ve Migra on Op ons Informa on strategy 

 

Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 

          One possible solu on could be to open safe routes to a safe place for refugees. This measure would 

entail allowing people to meet with their families and provide them with visas so they do not have to spend 

their en re life savings or risk death to reach a safe haven. Also, rese lement is an essen al solu on for some 

of the most vulnerable refugees, such as survivors of torture and those who suffer from serious medical 

problems.  

In May 2015, thousands of people fleeing persecu on in Myanmar were suffering for weeks aboard 

ships, while Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia were discussing who should help them. States must put an end 

to these situa ons by inves ng in search and rescue opera ons and providing immediate assistance to people 

in difficulty. Delegates should delve further into these solu ons and make proposals with an adap ve solu on 

to this situa on, with measures in place for each aspect of the situa on. 

 

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc: Many of these na ons are experiencing their own poli cal and social crises, forcing 

refugees out of the na ons, further contribu ng to the European refugee crisis, such 

as Syria, the Ivory Coast, and Gambia. However, some of these, albeit 

underdeveloped na ons, are s ll playing a significant bilateral role in both sending 

and receiving refugees such as Egypt. 

Asian Bloc: Many populous Asian na ons have historically been recep ve to taking in refugees and 

allevia ng the stress on other na ons. Yet, with such high popula ons, many Asian 

countries have placed increasing emphasis on the control and regula on of these 

rising immigrant and refugee popula ons. 

La n American Bloc: Generally, an extremely recep ve area for interna onal refugees, including 

both the ever popular refugee des na on of Mexico and Colombia, the 

country with the largest amount of refugees in the world. An area seemingly 

accep ng of refugees and rese lement programs. 

Middle Eastern Bloc:  An area plagued with numerous crises serving as the main contributor to the 

European refugee crisis with millions of displaced refugees facing 

humanitarian turmoil, risking their lives in a empts to escape to safer, 

nearby areas, such as the European Union. 
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Western Bloc: Historically, the most recep ve bloc to interna onal refugees, with the European 

Union being a popular des na on for Middle Eastern refugees. Most of these 

na ons have been swamped with the surge of refugees fleeing crisis, with roughly 

75% of migrants arriving in Europe landing in Italy through the Mediterranean. One 

notable excep on to these generally pro‐refugee policies is Hungary, refusing 

refugee quotas and failing to comply with EU refugee policies. 

Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 

What’s my country’s stance on accep ng Middle Eastern refugees? 

 

What process does my na on use to filter and inves gate incoming migrants? 

 

How can my delega on reduce the danger for immigrants fleeing to other na ons? 

 

How can European Union na on policies be adjusted to create a systema c process for admi ng 

refugees, without overwhelming na ons? 

 

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 
 

Ar cle—BBC News—Migrant crisis: Migra on to Europe Explained in Seven Charts 

goo.gl/83Q2yq (shortened URL from www.bbc.com) 

 

Sta s cs—Eurostat—Migra on and Migrant Popula on Sta s cs 

goo.gl/7Vo9VU (shortened URL from ec.europa.eu) 

 

Ar cle—TIME—The 5 Big Ques ons About Europe's Migrant Crisis 

goo.gl/43wiwY (shortened URL from www. me.com) 

 

Ar cle—The Economist—  

Looking For A Home: Asylum‐seekers, Economic Migrants and Residents of All Stripes Fret Over Their Place 

goo.gl/DvKaNz (shortened URL from www.economist.com) 

 

UN Compila on ‐ UNHCR ‐ 10‐Point Plan in Ac on 

goo.gl/UNkFGb (shortened URL from www.unhcr.org) 

 

Possible Search Terms—European Union refugee influx, European refugee receptor na ons, European 

policy towards Middle Eastern refugees, barriers to Middle Eastern refugees 

receiving asylum, refugee screening by European na ons 
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