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Section I—Introduction 

 

 UNESCO's mission is to contribute to the building of a culture of peace, the eradication of poverty, 
sustainable development and intercultural dialogue through education, the sciences, culture, communication 
and information.  One of the lasting achievements of UNESCO is the creation and preservation of a World 
Heritage Site list. World Heritage Sites are those sites which belong to all the peoples of the world, irrespective 
of the territory on which they are located.  
 

Section II—Topic Background 

 

A World Heritage Site is a place, designated by UNESCO, to commemorate achievement in human, 
cultural, or natural significance. In order for a country to propose a creation of a new World Heritage Site, the 
proposed Site must fulfil at least 1 of the 10 Criteria that UNESCO has drawn up. However in our committee, 
we chose to have at least 2 Criteria be met in order to have interesting sites be proposed. The ten Criteria that 
UNESCO requires are: 

 

1. Represents a masterpiece of human creative genius; 
2. To exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of time or within a cultural area 

of the world, on developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or 
landscape design; 

3. To bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is 
living or which has disappeared; 

4. To be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or 
landscape with illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human history; 

5. To be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is 
representative of a culture (or cultures), or human interaction with the environment especially 
when it has become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible changes; 

6. To be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with 
artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance. (The Committee considers that this 
criterion should preferably be used in conjunction with other criteria); 

7. To contain superlative natural phenomena or areas or exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic 
importance; 

8. To be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth’s history, including the record of life, 
significant on-going geological processes in the development of landforms, or significant 
geomorphic or physiographic features; 

9. To be outstanding examples representing significant on-going ecological and biological processes in 
the evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems and 
communities of plants and animals; 

10.To contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of biological 
diversity, including those containing threatened species of outstanding universal value from the 
point of view of science or conservation. 
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In order for a site proposal to be valid, the Proposal must list out how the proposed site fulfills at least 
two of the Criteria. For a successful Presentation, delegates are recommended to follow the formats of the 
given Proposal and Presentation. 
 

Section III—Committee Format 

 

It is necessary to preface this topic synopsis with the following: UNESCO will not be run like a typical 
committee, so the flow of debate will be significantly different. For example, instead of Position Papers, 
delegates will turn in what is called a “Site Proposal.” In this Proposal, delegates must lay out what new World 
Heritage Site they would like to propose by stating what the proposed Site is, what UNESCO qualifications it has 
achieved and how, and how the site will be funded by the state itself (e.g. the United States and the National 
Park Service). This Proposal will be turned in on the same day that Position Papers are due, but the format will 
be different (see Example Proposal posted at iimun.org). The Proposal must include a works cited. Because of 
the unique composition and organization of this committee, each delegation MUST have a presentation 
prepared to present their proposed Site. If a delegation does not have their Presentation, they will 
automatically be disqualified for any awards. The Presentation must be turned into Committee Chairs 24 hours 
prior to the start of the conference. The Presentation must outline what the Site Proposal does, but with more 
detail. The delegates must also include how the proposed Site is beneficial, either socially, economically, or 
culturally, to humanity, and the current impact that it has on humanity now, and the possible impact it may 
have in the future (see Example Presentation). Committee will be run in a different format, as seen below.  
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Presentation (10 Minutes) 

Question and Answers (Up to 5 Minutes) 

Repeat Until All Presentations in Each Respective Region are Completed 

Amendments to Presentations (Up to 25 minutes in the form of an Unmoderated Caucus) 

Presentation of Amendments (2 Minutes per Presentation) 

Voting Bloc (separated by Region) 

Vote for 3 “Wild-Card” Positions (chosen from the remaining unchosen Presentations) 

Lobbying either for or against a certain Presentation (25 Minutes in the form of a Moderated Caucus) 

Vote for Top 3 Presentations 
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*If time permits, the Dais may call for the creation of a second World Heritage Site. 
All voting will be done in a fashion similar to roll-call vote, which will be clarified on the day of Committee. Even 
if a Presentation does not make it past the First Round, that does not guarantee not winning an Award. The 
Dais will delegate points accordingly, taking into consideration different circumstances. For example, if one 
country does not make it past the First Round of Presentations, their impact in lobbying and contributing with 
and against other Presentations will carry equal weight to another country’s continued Presentation to the 
Committee. In addition, UNESCO will be a Dual-Delegate committee. 
 

Section IV—Position Paper / World Heritage Site proposal 
 

The position paper for this committee will be in the format of a World Heritage Site proposal. Please 
see iimun.org for the UNESCO Position Paper format. A visit to the World Heritage Site Database is suggested, 
as each site’s unique criteria is detailed therein.  
 

Section V—Originality 

 

Please Note: These World Heritage Site proposals will be for new sites, not presentations of existing 
sites. Search your country’s cultural and anthropological history, as well as it’s unique biological features  
(i.e.: unique plants, animals, and so on) for sites which may be of significance to the world. A deep dive into 
your country’s history may be in order. Care should be taken not to duplicate World Heritage Sites already in 
existence— this will disqualify your delegation for an award in this committee. 
 

Section VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 

 

UNESCO World Heritage Site Database (Interactive Map) 
whc.unesco.org/en/list/ 

Example World Heritage Site: Galapagos Islands (including criteria, etc) 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1 

Continue Lobbying for the Best Presentation and the New World Heritage Site (25 Minutes in the form of a 
Moderated Caucus) 

Voting Bloc 

Creation and Implementation of the new World Heritage Site* 
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