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Summary 
 

     To be considered for research awards, position papers are due Saturday, 9 April 2016, before 11:59pm.  
Email addresses are provided at the top of each topic synopsis. You will receive an automated reply email 
indicating we have received your email. If you do not receive an automated email reply, please check that 
you are sending to the right email address. Papers will be necessary for delegates to qualify for awards. 
 
     Specifications for the position paper:  Times New Roman size 12 font, single spaced. Please offset each 
section by using Roman Numerals and descriptors (just like the sample page with descriptions is laid out.) 
The length of your position paper (Sections I-III) should not exceed 2 pages. It is acceptable if Section IV 
(Sources) extends on to a third page.  
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Country: (e.g. Canada) 
Proposed Site: (e.g. Horseshoe Falls) 
Delegate Name: (e.g. John Doe) 
 

I. Background of the Site 
 

In this section, delegates discuss the historical, cultural, and/or scientific significance of a site within their 
country. Delegates should use the World Heritage Site interactive database as a template for discussing their 
site. An example from the World Heritage Site list is Simien National Park in Ethiopia. The background of the 
site listed in the WHS reads as follows: 

Massive erosion over the years on the Ethiopian plateau has created one of the most spectacular 
landscapes in the world, with jagged mountain peaks, deep valleys and sharp precipices dropping some 1,500 
m. The park is home to some extremely rare animals such as the Gelada baboon, the Simien fox and the Walia 
ibex, a goat found nowhere else in the world. 

 
II. UNESCO Qualifications Met 
 
      In this section, you will state which 2 or more of the 10 qualifications set down by UNESCO satisfies your 
proposed site. Please see the topic synopsis or unesco.org for World Heritage Site criteria. In addition, you 
must state how that qualification is met. (e.g.) Am example is given below for two criteria met by Horseshoe 
Falls, in Canada. 

1. (Criteria Factor VI):  To be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or 
with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance.  
(The Committee considers that this criterion should preferably be used in 
conjunction with other criteria)  
 

 Example: The Canadian Horseshoe Falls is a perfect example of a global heritage site, with a rich history 
of native tradition. Truly, the Seneca native tribe, is an excellent example of an indigenous 
peoples who share an influential oral account of the creation, of the greater Niagara Falls. In 
accordance to the native tradition of, The Maid of the Mist, the native myth offers a unique 
approach to the creation of the Horseshoe Waterfall. 

 
2. (Criteria Factor VII): To contain superlative natural phenomena or areas or exceptional natural beauty 

and aesthetic importance.  
 

 Example: Few can deny the majestic brilliance, and the exhilarating atmosphere, that the Horseshoe 
Falls creates for both tourists and locals. The waterfall creates an organic yet alluring divide 
between the two “upper,” North American nations. Moreover, not only do the greater 
Niagara Falls contain an appealing tourist attraction with a rich historical significance, but 
more importantly, emphasizes several forms of aesthetic ingenuity. The Niagara Falls, in a 
more general perspective, shines light on the symbolism of the abolition of slavery, and the 
gateway to freedom. The large scale magnitude of the Horseshoe Falls, truly constructs an 
abstract message of freedom, by way of its perceived purity. 
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III. Site Funding 
 
     Briefly describe how the proposed site will be funded. Please note that NGOs cannot support the funding 
of the site. An example for Horseshoe Falls, in Canada, follows. 
 
 Funded by:  Parks Canada (Canada’s National Park Agency). In addition to the Agency, Canada will be 

accepting any donations of any kind to oversee the proposed World Heritage Site. 
 
 

IV. Sources 
 
     Please list sources used. Sources will be evaluated based on relevance to the topic. As a result, Wikipedia is 
only acceptable as a starting point for those who have no familiarity with the topic. More effort should be put 
into finding relevant and robust sources. The topic synopsis provides some places to start. Please also consider 
current news sources such as the BBC and Al Jazeera, as well as in-depth magazine sources such as Time, 
Newsweek, and the Economist. For basic country information, the CIA World Fact Book is a good start. Please 
realize, of course, that the CIA has an inherent US bias. Sources should be listed in the same way the topic 
synopsis lists them. For example: 
 
 Name of Source, Specific Title 
 websiteaddressgoeshere.com 


