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Sec on I—Introduc on 
 

     The Human Rights Council is an intergovernmental body within the United Na ons that deals with human 

rights viola ons and serves to protect the global community from infringement on personal rights and 

freedoms. Established in 2006 by the UN General Assembly, UNHRC serves as the main United Na ons forum 

for intergovernmental coopera on and dialogue on human rights issues, dedicated to preserving and 

protec ng.  

 

Sec on II—Background Informa on 
 

     Indigenous peoples is a broad term used to describe any of various groups that are culturally and ethnically 

unique from the contemporary popula on that surrounds them. These dis nct groups have o en been 

suppressed throughout history by industrial, modernized civiliza ons due to imperialist or colonialist ventures. 

Each currently populated area was once host to an indigenous civiliza on at some point in history. Thus, 

worldwide, there are approximately 300 million indigenous peoples today. But presently, these previously 

dominant civiliza ons have either been eliminated en rely through disease, warfare, suppression, and 

systemic discriminatory extermina on, or have been reduced to minori es in their host na ons, where a clear 

barrier exists between the na on’s general popula on and the dis nct indigenous groups. While indigenous 

groups are always culturally isolated from the popula ons they are encompassed in due to their unique, o en 

tribal or shamanis c tradi ons, the differences between them and the general public are not limited to culture 

alone; the barrier between indigenous and modern civiliza ons is o en linguis c, dietary, religious, and even 

ideological. Through me the gap between these two groups, the modern and the indigenous, has only grown. 

In pursuit of economic growth, industrializa on, and development, the heritage, culture, property, and rights 

of indigenous peoples are o en sacrificed as governments pursue these seemingly larger aims. Therefore, 

indigenous groups across the world face the recurring horrors of discrimina on, assimila on, lack of equal 

economic opportunity, repeated exploita on, and loss of iden ty coupled with a sense of 

under‐representa on as they are con nually unable to voice their concerns to ambi ous governments which 

are too preoccupied with other na onal concerns to effect significant, reforma ve change to protect the rights 

of indigenous peoples. In addi on, organized violence against indigenous peoples occurs when they seek 

poli cal empowerment. State sponsored persecu on of indigenous people has occurred throughout history 

and in various forms‐‐the forced separa on of children from their parents, such as the Stolen Genera on 

(1910‐1970s), the forced accultura on of Na ve Americans in the United States, the bloody Zapa sta Revolt in 

Chiapas, Mexico, in the 1990s. The March 3, 2017 murder of Alicia Lopez Guisao, an Afro Colombian activist 

in Medellin, highlights the con nuing nature of the struggle for indigenous rights. 

     In order to fight these challenges, indigenous peoples have repeatedly fought for legal rights and 

recogni on. However, the under‐representa on these groups o en face has forced United Na ons 

interven on in order to preserve human rights globally. The UN’s viewpoint in the issue is evident in the 

Declara on on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, (UNDRIP) featuring a comprehensive list of all rights 
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indigenous groups are en tled to, from rights regarding resources and benefits, to self‐determina on and legal 

representa on, to protec ons against discrimina on. With nego a ons star ng in 1982, the declara on finally 

passed the General Assembly in September 2007 with 143 votes in favor, 4 votes against, and 11 absten ons. 

In fact, the UNDRIP began in 1982 when ECOSOC set up the Working Group on Indigenous Popula ons (WGIP). 

Since then, the UN has also been involved in more recent issues with the rights of indigenous people, such as 

inves ga ng human rights viola ons in the Dakota Access Pipeline protests.  

 

Sec on III—Possible Solu ons 
 

     An aspect of resolu ons should address the need for indigenous peoples to be able to express their 

concerns and viewpoints in order to enact progressive change. Therefore, a possible solu on could incorporate 

this sector of the issue by focusing on crea ng direct channels of communica on between indigenous groups 

and their local governments. Resolu ons should also address concerns indigenous peoples have expressed 

regarding cultural and economic discrimina on. A possible countermeasure to address economic 

discrimina on may include an emphasis on the employment of indigenous peoples by crea ng voca onal 

training programs, facilita ng ease of access for employment informa on, and possibly even crea ng 

community centers or outreach programs where indigenous peoples can receive informa on and preparatory 

training to enable them to succeed in the workplace. The proximate issue in this topic is not a lack of aid, but 

rather the effec ve distribu on of that aid. Resolu ons should focus on op mizing aid programs to best fit the 

needs of the indigenous popula ons and protect them from discrimina on and marginaliza on. Resolu ons 

may also feature precau onary measures or legal standards in order to further proscribe or prevent prejudicial 

discrimina on and just as with the first topic, crea vity is greatly encouraged.  
 

Sec on IV—Bloc Posi ons 
 

African Bloc:  Progress towards establishing rights for indigenous people varies widely for each country. 

The first laws to establish rights for indigenous people in the African con nent specifically 

were created in the Republic of Congo in 2010. 

Asian Bloc:  Though none of the countries that voted against the UNDRIP were from Asia, the region s ll 

has many oppressed indigenous peoples such as the Jumma in Bangladesh and the Cham in 

Vietnam. However, the Ainu people in Japan have made significant advances in achieving legal 

rights and recogni on a er centuries of suppression. 

La n American Bloc:  Indigenous peoples in La n America s ll lack full legal representa on in many areas. 

Peoples in the Amazon Rainforest con nue to have li le to no representa on in local 

governments, and as a result, have their land and resources destroyed by 

moderniza on and development. La n American governments consistently ignore 

indigenous claims to land. 

Middle Eastern Bloc:  The indigenous peoples in this region face extensive persecu on and, in extreme 

cases, terrorist a acks. The Kurds, to provide a per nent example, have been 

working towards the government of a las ng unofficial free border area, something 

denied by exis ng na ons in this bloc. 
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Western Bloc:  All the countries that voted against the UNDRIP are from the Western Bloc. Historically, 

indigenous peoples were treated very poorly by Western Bloc countries. However, there are 

many movements to help protect the rights of indigenous people and improvements have 

been made in recent years.  

Sec on V—Ques ons That Should Be Taken Into Considera on 
 

What ac ons has your country taken in the past concerning the rights of indigenous peoples? 

Demographically and culturally, what characterizes your na on’s indigenous popula on? 

What are some factors, specific to your na on, that dis nguish the indigenous minority from the general 

popula on? 

How can these barriers be alleviated in your country? 

Can these methods be applied universally to the many indigenous groups globally? If not, how can they be 

modified to apply to different regions of the world? 

What are some ways in which indigenous peoples are treated differently in your na on, economically, 

legally, culturally, or more generally in any aspect of life? 

Why might these differences in standards or treatment occur?  

Sec on VI—Helpful Sites and Resources 
 

Indigenous Peoples Literature‐ Website ‐ Indigenous People Culture 
www.indigenouspeople.net/ 
 
Cultural Survival‐ Website ‐ Overview of Issues Concerning Indigenous Peoples 
www.culturalsurvival.org/issues 
 
The Guardian‐ Ar cle ‐ Dakota Access Pipeline Protest Inves ga on 
goo.gl/ZTbISU (shortened URL from www.theguardian.com) 
 
Interna onal Work Group for Indigenous Affairs‐ Website‐ UNDRIP 
goo.gl/GnqlBm (shortened URL from www.iwgia.org) 
 
Office of the High Commissioner to Human Rights‐ Website‐ Declara on on the RIghts of Indigenous Peoples 
goo.gl/71g4L7 (shortened URL from www.ohchr.org) 
 
UN‐Mee ng Coverage and Press Releases‐ General Assembly Adop on of UNDRIP 
goo.gl/nRon9z (shortened URL from www.un.org)  
 
Possible search terms—Indigenous peoples, UNDRIP, indigenous ac vism 
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